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Festival bloom: Marigold and globe amaranth flowers are 
harvested in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, on Sunday as flower 
markets in the State gear up to meet the increased demand 
during the Onam season in Kerala. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Festival frenzy: Artists perform „Pulikali‟ (tiger 

dance) during the 'Athachamayam procession', 
which marks the start of the 10-day Onam 
celebrations, at Tripunithura in Ernakulam district of 

Kerala on Sunday. 
 

Onam 

 Onam is the official festival of Kerala, celebrated across 

religious and social communities.  

 It marks a time of harvest, prosperity, and unity.  

 The traditional Virippu (first/autumn) rice crop is generally 

sown in April–May and harvested around September–

October. Thus, the Onam/Chingam period overlaps with the 

beginning of this harvest season. 

 Celebrated during the Malayalam month of Chingam 

(August–September), typically spanning 10 days.  

 Traditional Onam celebrations extend for ten days, beginning with Atham and culminating 

in Thiruvonam, the most important day. 

Legend of Mahabali and Vamana 

 Rooted in Bhagavata Purana, the tale involves King Mahabali, a benevolent Asura 

ruler, and Lord Vishnu taking the Vamana avatar (dwarf Brahmin) to humble the 

king. 

 He is remembered in Kerala's popular tradition as a generous, righteous and 

egalitarian ruler, whose kingdom enjoyed prosperity and was supposedly free from 

poverty and discrimination. 

 As Mahabali's power and popularity increased, the Devas sought the intervention of 

Lord Vishnu. 

 Vishnu appeared before Mahabali in his Vamana Avatar, in the form of a dwarf 

Brahmin. 

 Vamana asked Mahabali for only as much land as he could cover in three steps. 

 Mahabali agreed. 
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 Vamana then assumed a cosmic form and covered the universe with his first two 

steps. 

 With nowhere remaining for the third step, Mahabali offered his own head. 

Ancient References 

 Early mentions appear in Sangam literature like Maturaikkanci (3rd century CE). 

 Alvar saints and inscriptions, including an 11th-century one in Thrikkakara 

Temple, echo Onam’s deep-rooted history.  

 In 1961, Kerala’s government declared Onam as the state’s national festival, aiming 

to bolster tourism and social integration 

 The temple's festival begins with Kodiyettu on Atham and concludes with Arattu on 

Thiruvonam. 

 
 

 
 

 
17A8. Sumit Sarkar brought ordinary people, their experiences into history 
books 

               आ       औ                                               
 His classic, Modern India, modestly described as a ‗textbook‘, is perhaps the most well-

thumbed of my many books. 

               , Modern India,                  ए  ‗         ‘           ,             
                             औ            ई           

 His book, Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, on Bengal‘s (first) partition of 1905, and the 
nationalist movement that it spawned, was full of methodological innovations, using plays, 
novels, newspapers, pamphlets, in addition to the more familiar colonial archive. 

1905             (    )        औ                                           Swadeshi 

Movement in Bengal                                 ,              औ         

                           ,        ,       -    औ                                     
 But the pride-inducing victory of a little ‗eastern‘ nation, Japan, over a powerful ‗western‘ 

neighbour, Russia, — the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 — also played its part, despite a 
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relative ignorance in India of emerging critiques of imperialism elsewhere. 

      ए       „    ‟                        „      ‟                                  
    —1904-05      -          —                       ,                            
                     आ                                       

 Sarkar also asked himself: how could a Swadeshi editorial in the Bande Mataram praise, in 

the same breath, both the labour movement and the caste system, the latter for having had 
‗the true socialistic aim of keeping awake in every class of society a sense of duty to it‘? 

                                     : Bande Mataram                               ए     
            आ      औ             ,                              ,                     
                              ‗                                                            
                   ‘   ? 

 Or, as he would ask later, what drew upper caste men to revolutionary terrorism in Bengal, 
and why has that memory endured longer than those of tribal or lower caste participants? 

  ,                           ,                                        आ                 
आ             , औ               आ                                                        
                                       ? 

 Sarkar‘s task was to break out of the economic determinism and narrow positivism that was 

the hallmark of Marxist scholarship at the time. 

                                                                 आ              

(economic determinism) औ                 (positivism)    
                

17A8. Two forms of worship 

                

 In the Bhagavad Gita, Canto 12 is dedicated to Bhakti 
Yoga, the yoga of devotion, said Sri Ramanujamji in a discourse. 

            12                  ,                   ,    
         ,                      ए               

 There are two primary forms of worship and meditation in 
Hindu philosophy — Saguna Upasana (manifestation form) and 
Nirguna Upasana (formless devotion). 

                     औ                       —            (      

  ) औ                (            )  
 Saguna worship refers to devotion with attributes or with 

qualities, whereas Nirguna Upasana means devotion without 

attributes or formless devotion. 

                                                                 

     ,                                                            
 In the Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna asks Lord Krishna which of 

the two paths is superior. 

                                            इ                     -            
 He also explains that Nirguna Upasana represents a profound philosophical realisation and 

is exceptionally difficult for common people because the human mind and intellect naturally 
rely on names and forms, and need a physical sensory focus. 

                                    ए                                           औ         

          ए              ,               औ                           औ                   
            इ           ए ए        आ                        
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 Saguna dhyana enhances the essence of nirguna. 

                           औ                     
 Ultimately, both saguna and nirguna Upasana are two sides of the same coin, which are 

inseparable. 

     ,      औ                ए                        ,       ए -                          
      

 Saguna has the added advantage of letting devotees connect emotionally, whether they view 
the divine as a master, a friend, a child, a beloved, or their own soul, allowing them to pray, 
seek compassion, and be guided. 

                                                                                   ,         
ई            ,    ,     ,               आ                 ; इ                        ,      
                    औ                            

 

GS Paper 1: Society 17 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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17A8.  „No private data sought for Census; ID details will be collected only if 
available 

„                ई                         ;                                       

                 ‟ 

 The Registrar-General and Census Commissioner of India (RG&CCI) on August 14 
notified 40 questions for Population Enumeration, the second phase of the Census 2027, 

which will begin in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand from Monday and continue till September 30, ahead of the rest of the 
country, where the exercise will be held in February 2027. 

               -                आ     (RG&CCI)    14                      
(Population Enumeration)      ए 40                ए,           2027                  
                               -     ,             औ                                       
         औ  30                ,                                         2027              
  ए    

 The Census 2027 questionnaire will include 13 new questions that were not part of the 
Census 2011 questionnaire, which had 29 questions. 

       2027               13  ए               ,           2011                     
        औ        29         

 The new questions seek information on the spouse‘s name, nationality, father and mother‘s 
particulars, digital literacy, permanent address, place of COVID-19 vaccination, number of 
bank accounts, passport, driving licence and mobile, Aadhaar and voter ID numbers, if 
available. 

 ए                           ,         ,      औ               ,              ,          , 
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COVID-19                ,                  ,                          ,               , 

      , आ    औ              -                                         
 Amit Sharma, Chief Principal Census Officer and Director, Census Operations, Jammu 

& Kashmir and Ladakh, speaks to The Hindu about the Census 2027 exercise and its 
significance for the two Union Territories. 

         ,                                                  ,     -      औ       , 

          2027          औ                                                                    

    
 Other than caste enumeration, the Population Census 2027 will also enumerate new data 

fields such as place of COVID-19 vaccination, identity documents and particulars of parents. 

                    ,                2027    COVID-19                ,       

        औ      -                    ए                            ए    

What is the rationale behind the inclusion of such questions? 

                                         ? 

 The questions are decided after several rounds of discussions with all Ministries. 

इ                              ई                                             
 No private or confidential data is being sought by enumerators; these are all documents 

provided by the government. 

                   ई                                         ;                           ए  ए 

            
 We are not seeking the bank account details, only the number of accounts an individual has. 

                                     ,                                                       

                   
 The identity documents such as Aadhaar, voter ID, driving licence, and passport are all 

issued by the government, and respondents are to provide them, subject to availability. 

आ   ,             -  ,                औ                                                ए 

        औ               इ                                         
 All data is confidential under the Census Act, 1948. 

Census Act, 1948                            
 It is better if respondents write down their details on paper before an enumerator comes. 

                         आ                                              
 Since there are 40 questions, it may take more time. 

      इ    40       , इ   ए इ                         

 Our enumerators have QR code-enabled ID cards; their credentials can be checked. 

                        QR    -         -     ;          -                           
 The self-enumeration option will be georeferenced and available only in the snow-bound 

areas. 

  -                                    (georeferenced)      औ                         

                    
 Beyond updating population figures after over a decade, it will generate data on population 

distribution, migration, age structure, housing, education, employment, fertility, disability and 
social composition to support planning and resource allocation. 

ए                                 आ                           ,                 , 

     , आ         , आ   ,     ,       ,          ,           औ                            

                ,                   औ         आ                        
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17A8. Girls conditioned from childhood to take up domestic burden 

                                                                  

 In a recent interaction with women aspiring to become entrepreneurs in rural Haryana, it was 
found that other than social and cultural norms, the biggest practical problem constraining the 
women‘s ability to do more paid work was that a large share of their time was tied up in 
cooking and completing household chores. 

                                                                                          

                    औ                            ,                                       
                                                                      ए                 
      औ                                               

 India‘s Time Use Survey (2025) highlights that the division of labour that emerges in 

adulthood begins much earlier, through childhood conditioning. 
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                     (2025) इ                                                         -

                ,                          conditioning                             
 What starts in childhood widens with age, reaching its peak in the prime working years (Chart 

1). 

                           ,                           औ               आ                  
              (     1)  

 The time women spend on housework begins to rise around the age of 10 and continues 
through the late teens and twenties, reaching a peak of nearly 460 minutes (7.5 hours +) a 
day around age 30. 

                                                      10                                   औ  
                                                     ,         30                      

     460      (7.5             )                          
 The male curve, however, never crosses 65 minutes at any age between six and 75. 

       ,                                  75                       65                         
 Data shows that at age six, Indian boys and girls spend almost the same amount of time on 

domestic and care work at about five minutes a day (Chart 2). 

                            आ                  औ                ए                         
             ,                             ,           (     2)  

 Girls spend about 15 minutes a day on domestic and care work at age 10, 75 minutes at 15, 
and around 130 minutes by age 17. 

        10                     औ                                    15     , 15            
   75     , औ  17                    130                 

 Boys, meanwhile, move from roughly five minutes at age six to only about 17 minutes by the 
end of childhood. 

इ     ,                                                                                

          17               
 The result is a dramatic widening of the gender gap. 

इ                                               
 The girl-to-boy ratio in unpaid work rises from 1.6 among children aged 6–9, to 4.5 among 

those aged 10–14, and to 7.5 among adolescents aged 15–17. 

                       औ                 6–9                1.6         10–14             
   4.5 औ  15–17                  7.5             

 This matters because the cost of girls‘ domestic work is often framed primarily as a trade-off 
with schooling and education. 

                                                                                औ          
                                        

 But data shows that girls, in fact, are spending slightly more time on learning than boys at 
most ages. 

                                                                                           
                      

 They, therefore, remain in school but still pay a substantial price in leisure time that could be 
spent on sport, friendships, rest, exploration and simply having discretionary control over their 
own time. 

इ   ए                       ,                                      ए                       
  ,                ,      ,     ,        औ                                              
  ए                  
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 They are part of how children build confidence, social networks, physical capability and even 
a sense of agency, all of which influence their ability to build career trajectories later in life 
(Chart 2). 

                                              आ        ,               ,              औ  
          -                            , औ                                              

                               (     2)  
 Among adolescents aged 15–17 years, 42.4% of girls report cooking, compared with only 

2.9% of boys. 

15–17                         42.4%                                   ,           2.9%      
             

 Girls in this age group spend close to an hour cooking, while boys spend just two minutes. 

इ                                                         ,                               
    

 Cleaning and laundry also become increasingly gendered, with wide gaps in both participation 
and time spent. 

   ई औ                                                    ,                औ      ए  ए     

                                  
 The only tasks where adolescent boys match or exceed girls are farm work and shopping; 

activities that are more outward-facing (the field and market), rather than inward-facing into 
the kitchen. 

                                                                    ,                   औ  
          ;                                                                                 , 
           औ                        

 Between childhood and adulthood, therefore, girls are being trained for the household while 
boys are being trained for the world outside. 

इ   ए,      औ                            -            ए                      ,      

                          ए                       
 This helps explain why childhood conditioning can later appear as an ―efficient‖ gendered 

allocation of household work. 

                                       conditioning                      ―    ‖       

                                      
 In the 2025 PLFS, childcare and domestic responsibilities were the single most-cited reason 

women gave for staying out of the labour force, reported by 52.5% of urban women and 40% 
of rural women, compared with less than 1% of men. 

2025 PLFS                   औ                                                          ए 

   ए  ए                  ; 52.5%              औ  40%                  इ             , 
                        1%              

 Most policy interventions address women‘s unpaid work in adulthood through childcare, 
community kitchens, safe mobility infrastructure, flexible work and social protection, among 
others. 

                                                                    ,               , 

                         ,            औ                                                 
 But the Time Use Survey suggests that policy must also start much earlier, by addressing the 

unequal assignment of domestic work between boys and girls. 

                                                                               ए औ           
                                  आ                         ए  

 The objective is not to remove domestic work from children‘s lives, but to remove its gender 
assignment. 
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                                                       ,      इ                           

         
 Schools can help by giving every child, boy or girl, equal opportunities to learn practical life 

skills, from cooking and home management to stitching, carpentry and financial management. 

               ,                        ,                                                
                 —                औ                           ,         औ              

    
 Otherwise, by the time young women enter the labour market, years of gendered conditioning 

and unpaid work may already have narrowed their choices. 

     ,                 ए                        ,                    conditioning औ  
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17A8. Taken by one of the big four 

                                         

 Eight-year-old Anu Koreti‟s eyes twinkled as she raved about the performances put together 
to celebrate World Tribal Day on August 9. 

                                   ,       9              आ                       ए 

                                                  
 For them, and for the two generations of Gonds, a Scheduled Tribe, who studied in the 

private, aided primary and secondary Ashram School in Japtalai in Dhanora, empowerment 
meant a window to education. 

       ए औ                  (Scheduled Tribe)                                          
  ए,                                  ,                    औ          आ              
          ,                                      

 Over 21 species of snakes from multiple families, such as the Viperidae and Pythonidae, 

are found in these jungles. 

इ           Viperidae औ  Pythonidae                            21                           
             

 The Big Four highly venomous snakes — the Indian spectacled cobra, saw-scaled viper, 

Russell‘s viper, common krait — all live in the jungles of the area. 

                           —                      ,   -           ,             औ       

    —     इ                    ए          
 This snake‘s venom is neuro-toxic, which means it attacks the nervous system.‖ 

इ                          (neuro-toxic)        ,                                            
   ‖ 
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 17 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

17A8 „No proposal seeking green nod for Mahadayi diversion‟ 

„                                                    ई           ‟ 
17A8 PDP leaders seeking insurance for hail-hit orchards detained 

                                                     PDP                              
17A8 Spanish fighter jet downs drone in Romania after airspace breach 

   ई                                                                          
17A8 Thousands evacuate after quake kills at least 53 people in Indonesia 

                         -  -   53                                                         
 
 
 
Endless toil: Adults and children search for gold at a mining site in 
Iga-Barriere in eastern Congo‟s Ituri province on Friday. 

Accusations of child labour, unsafe conditions, and corruption 
havelong plagued the country‘s mining industry.  
 

 Gold occurs in nature mainly in quartz veins in hard 

rocks (primary/lode deposits) and in river or stream 

sediments (placer/alluvial deposits).  
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 It is mined both from underground/open-pit mines and from alluvial deposits. 

Major Gold-Mining Regions of the World 

Country Important gold-mining regions/mines 

China Shandong, Henan, Jiangxi and Inner Mongolia 

Russia Siberia and Russian Far East; major deposits include Sukhoi Log 

Australia Western Australia, especially the Kalgoorlie region; also New South Wales 

Canada Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and Nunavut 

United 

States 
Nevada is the dominant gold-producing region; Alaska is also important 

Ghana Ashanti region and southwestern Ghana 

South Africa 
Witwatersrand Basin, historically one of the world's most important gold 

regions 

Uzbekistan Muruntau, one of the world's largest gold mines/deposits 

Indonesia Papua region, including the Grasberg mining complex 

Peru Andes, particularly northern and southern mineral belts 

 

Gold Mining in India 

 India has gold resources in several 

geological belts, but actual commercial 

production is concentrated in relatively 

few areas.  

 Karnataka is India's most important 

gold-mining State. The major producing 

centre is the Hutti Gold Mines in 

Raichur district. 

Important Indian occurrences include: 

State Important Gold Areas 

Karnataka Hutti, Uti, Hira-Buddini, Kolar 

Andhra Pradesh Ramagiri and Jonnagiri region 

Jharkhand Singhbhum belt 

Rajasthan Bhukia gold-bearing belt, Banswara 

Kerala Some placer/alluvial gold occurrences 

Chhattisgarh Sonakhan region 

Kolar vs Hutti — Important Exam Point 

 Kolar Gold Fields (KGF), Karnataka was historically India's most famous gold-

mining centre. Commercial mining there was discontinued in 2001 because operations 

had become economically difficult. 
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 Hutti Gold Mines, Karnataka remains the country's principal established gold-

producing mining operation. 

How is gold found? 

 Primary/Lode Gold: Gold occurs within rocks, often associated with quartz veins. 

The rock must be mined, crushed and processed to extract gold. 

 Placer/Alluvial Gold: Weathering releases gold from rocks. Because gold is very 

dense, particles can accumulate in river beds and sediments. 

 

17A8. „No proposal seeking green 
nod for Mahadayi diversion‟ 

„                              

                      ई           ‟ 
 The reply further said that the 

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has 

not approved Karnataka‘s proposal to use 
10.6852 hectares of forest land for the 
Kalasa Nala Diversion Scheme in the 
tiger corridor between the Kali and 
Sahyadri Tiger Reserves. 

                              

            (NBWL)         औ         

                                       
                            ए 10.6852 

                                          
                            
 

 

GS Paper II: Polity 17 August 2026 
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17A8 The federal dilemma of delimitation 
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17A8. The federal dilemma of delimitation 

                        

 The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution urging the Centre to 
permanently freeze the number of Lok Sabha seats at the existing number of 543 and 
maintain the present State-wise distribution of those seats. 

                      ए                                                          543    
                      औ                                        ए                      

 It also advocated the preservation of current ratio of 2.2:1 between Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha seats. 

इ           औ                                2.2:1                 ए                  
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 Article 81(2) of the Constitution provides that the ratio between the number of seats and 
population of a State, shall as far as practicable be same for all the States. 

                   81(2)                                            औ                      

         ,                                ,                ए               ए  
 The number of seats in the Lok Sabha based on 1971 census was fixed at 543, when the 

population was 54.8 crores. 

1971                                              543                  ,            
54.8          

 This broadly translated to an average population of 10.1 lakhs per constituency. 

इ                                         10.1        औ               
 However, it has been frozen as per 1971 census in order to encourage population control 

measures so that States with higher population growth do not end up having higher number of 
seats. 

       , इ   1971                                 ,                                       

            औ                                                               ए   
 This was done through the 42nd Amendment Act till the year 2000 and was extended by the 

84th amendment act till 2026. 

          42                                          2000             औ  84           

                     इ   2026                  
 This number will have to be readjusted based on the first census after 2026 which would be 

the next census in 2027. 

इ           2026                             ,                2027        ,            
                         

 In 2023, through the 106th Constitutional Amendment, the Parliament had provided for one-
third reservation of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies. 

2023    106                                             औ                               

  -    ई         आ                       
 On the other hand, the increase in the number of seats among various States based on the 

current population (to 848) is provided in Table 2. 

        ,                                                                  848         
             2                 

 The Union government had introduced the Constitution 131st Amendment Bill in April 2026 to 
increase the maximum number of Lok Sabha seats from existing 550 to 850. 

                  2026            131                             ,                        
                               550          850          

 The Home Minister made an oral assurance in the Parliament that the number of seats in 
each State/Union Territory would be increased by 50% on a pro-rata basis. 

                                                   /                               
           आ    (pro-rata basis)    50%        ए    

 Firstly, the current strength of Rajya Sabha is 245 that results in a ratio of 2.2:1 between the 
total strength of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

    ,                              245   ,                   औ                      

             2.2:1                    
 An increase in Lok Sabha seats by 50% without altering seats in Rajya Sabha would skew 

this ratio to 3.3:1. 

                             ए                        50%                                
3.3:1      ए    
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 In the event of disagreement between the two houses on any bill, there is a mechanism for 
Joint Sitting under the Constitution to resolve the deadlock. 

                                                                           ए            
                   (Joint Sitting)    ए             

 Though used rarely in the past (only 3 times since Independence), this increased strength in 
the Lok Sabha runs the risk of rise in such joint sittings to push through Bills. 

              इ                         (                    3    ),                      
                                        ए                                                    
    

 Secondly, considering that the Lok Sabha sits for only around 60 days in a year, there would 
hardly be any meaningful time for each MP to raise their issues in the house. 

     ,            ए                            60           ए         ,                  ए     

                                                              
 The purpose of the house would then be reduced to mere numerical representation rather 

than meaningful deliberation. 

                            -                                                       

  ए    
 Finally, the increased cost to the exchequer because of additional MPs including allocation for 

the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) funds needs to be 
borne in mind. 

     ,                                                ,                              

      (MPLADS)      ए                        ,                           

Harmonious reconciliation 

                  

 The issue arises as the democratic and federal principles seem to be at loggerheads in the 
delimitation exercise as currently envisaged. 

      इ   ए                                                                   औ        

        ए -             -                     
 However, they can be harmoniously reconciled by giving equal importance to both. 

       ,                        इ                                       
 The main work of a Member of Parliament is to legislate on the „Union List‟ subjects such as 

defence, external affairs, railways, telecommunication, taxation etc. and hold the Central 
government accountable. 

                   „        ‟         ,         ,            ,      ,          औ                
                                                

 A majority of the schemes of the Central Government are implemented only by the State 
governments. 

                                                                              
 Hence, the number of MPs in Lok Sabha may be frozen at the present number of 543, which 

would ensure no disruption to the current representation of various States. 

                                        543                       ,                       
                      ई              ए    

 This would maintain and uphold the federal principle. 

इ                             औ             
 One-third reservation for women can be provided out of the existing 543 seats. 

             ए   -    ई आ           543                                     
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 The number of MLAs in each State may be increased in line with the current population to 
address the democratic representational requirement. 

                       आ                         ए                                   
                                          

 

GS Paper II: Governance 17 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

17A8 Not just turbulence 

                 
 

 

17A8. Not just turbulence 

                 

 The August 4, 2026, incident involving Air India flight AI 
2379, from Phuket to Delhi, with 137 passengers and eight crew, 

now has two tracks. 

4      2026                       AI 2379,                      
       औ        137          आ                         ,         
                                        

 The subsequent probe by the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau, along with France‘s investigation authority, 
BEA, and technical representatives from Airbus, should unravel 
the multiple anomalies that briefly overtook the Airbus A320N — 

fault warnings across the hydraulic systems, elevator flight-control 
faults, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit door indications and 
an engine anti-ice warning. 

इ        Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau      ,         
     ए     BEA     Airbus                                      
        Airbus A320N                                         
    ए—                                       ,              -

                 ,                          , आ               

              औ           -आ            
 But the deeply discomfiting discovery has exposed the 

weak link in crew screening — the greater emphasis on pre- and 

post-flight breathalyser checks for alcohol than on testing for 
psychoactive substances, which falls under the Civil Aviation 
Requirements (CAR) Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V. 

      इ                                                     
                   —                                          
  ए     -     औ      -                                       
       ,                            Civil Aviation Requirements 

(CAR) Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V                   
 Further, documented cases from the West reveal that even 

small levels of impairment can affect crew judgement, reaction 
time, coordination, and decision-making, the critical skills 

needed in the flight deck. 

इ           ,                       ए                          
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                                                 ,            ,       औ                
                         ,            इ                                 

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 17 August 2026 
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17A8.  India is losing West Asia, but it is not too late 

                             ,                           ई    

 In 2016, Saudi Arabia awarded India‘s Prime Minister its highest civilian honour. 

2016   ,                                                                    
 In 2021, the I2U2 agreement was signed binding India, Israel, the United States and the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) together. 

2021   , I2U2                    ए  ए,           ,       ,                     औ         

           (UAE)    ए            
 In 2024, Iran leased Chabahar to India. 

2024   ,                                         
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Pakistan‟s new diplomatic moment 

                              

 In the last four months, the U.S.-Israel war with Iran has escalated into a catastrophic regional 
conflict with Iran attacking the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, the Saudis hitting 

Iraqi militias, Houthis attacking Saudi ships and Israel carrying out strikes in multiple 
countries. 

                  ,                    -            ए                                     , 
                               (GCC)                   ए   ,             इ                 
       ए   ,                                       ए    औ  इ   इ                       ए     

 Irrespective of Pakistan‘s motives, analysts in the region see that Pakistan waded into the 
conflict at a time when it seemed that no one could bring U.S. President Donald Trump and 
the Iranians to the table despite efforts by Türkiye, Qatar and Egypt. 

                       इ  ,                                                                  
                                ,     औ                                                

           औ  ई                                           
 The latest collective defence pact in Mecca between Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan 

comes in this context. 

        ,         औ                                                    इ                    
 This pact may mean less in shaping the U.S.-Iran war as none of these countries is likely to 

directly take on Iran alongside the U.S. 

इ                   -ई                                                         ,       इ  

                                                                             
 The pact is thus aimed less at Iran and more at deterring Israel. 

इ   ए           ई                                                  
 All three countries see themselves as the next target of Israel after Iran. 

                                                                   
 A future war between Israel and Pakistan will inevitably draw in India given the close 

partnership between Israel and India. 

इ   इ  औ                                         ,        औ                             
           ए,                          इ           ए    

 Similarly, even greater Turkish support for Pakistan in a future conflict that Pakistan might 
have with India cannot be ruled out. 

इ       ,                   औ                                                                
औ               ए                       इ                        

The choices before India 

                    

 It appears to be confident of Israel‘s victory in its various battles in 
the region given its proximity to the U.S. 

                                                          ए      

       इ   इ               इ                        आ         
 But U.S. politics are changing rapidly, with both „Make America 

Great Again‟ Republicans and Democratic Socialists 

questioning the once-unquestioned U.S. support for Israel. 

                                        ,       „Make America 

Great Again‟          औ                   ,         इ   इ     
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  ए                                       ,                                         
 India has cultivated a special relationship with the UAE given the importance of remittances 

from Indian expat workers in the country, the investments by the Indian elite in the UAE and 
the UAE‘s strategic investments in India. 

        UAE                             ए   ,                                            
                      (remittances)        , UAE                                औ          
UAE                      

 India can choose to sign military alliances with Israel and the UAE. 

            औ  UAE                                               
 But this would hurt what is left of India‘s relationship with Iran and Saudi Arabia. 

      इ    ई    औ                                                             
 A great power in the making risks appearing humbled and hobbled in its immediate maritime 

neighbourhood. 

ए          ई                                             औ                            

    
 Re-engage the Saudis with whom it has no explicit differences. 

                                     ,                                        
 It can start playing a role of rebuilding trust between the Arab countries and Iran, starting with 

the UAE-Iran relationship. 

            औ  ई                                                            ,             

UAE-ई                             
 It can engage in Jordan‘s security offering Jordan defensive technologies at a time when U.S. 

munitions are running low. 

                                      औ                                                  
       ,                -                            

 It can engage in the future UN peacekeeping role in Lebanon, which is now under a cloud, 
with the forecast being an end to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

                                                                         ,              
                       ,                                       (UNIFIL)                         

                 
 It can even run a back-channel with Türkiye sharing its red lines about its relationship with 

Pakistan. 

                  ए                                               औ                       
                                                

 If India cannot join the new Saudi-led maritime force for the Red Sea, it can work with Egypt 
on a parallel effort to safeguard India-bound shipping, from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-
Mandeb. 

                                                                           ,                
      -  -              आ                            ए                                      

 It can look into setting up a military presence in the Red Sea region whether in Somaliland or 
Socotra. 

                                                                            ,         

                           

Think of bridge-building 

    -                       

 India can also appoint a new Special Envoy for West Asia — not one focused on the Israel-

Palestine peace process necessarily, but one who can draw all the threads together to secure 
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India‘s interests in the region at a time of unprecedented turbulence. 

     ए   ए                                                      —                     

      -                                ,                                  -            

                                        ए              ए               
 All of this can be part of one pro-active vision for India to support a new security architecture 

for West Asia — one that does not draw new battle lines but instead contributes to trust-
building. 

            ए          ए ए                                               ए               
                —                ,                                         -                 

    
 India cannot afford to be a stranger to West Asia. 

                                -                                 
 India has both the capacity and the responsibility to help restore peace and predictability in 

the region. 

                         औ                                 औ           ,          

 

GCC 
 
Members — 6 Countries 

Country Capital 

Saudi Arabia Riyadh 

United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) 

Abu Dhabi 

Kuwait Kuwait City 

Qatar Doha 

Bahrain Manama 

Oman Muscat 

Basic Facts 

 Established: 25 May 1981 

 Headquarters: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

 Official language: Arabic 

 It was created to promote coordination, integration and cooperation among its members. 

 Cooperation covers areas such as economy, trade, finance, security, defence, transport 

and social affairs. 
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Why is the GCC important? 

 The GCC region possesses enormous oil and natural-gas resources and occupies a 
strategically crucial position connecting West Asia, the Arabian Sea and major global 
energy routes. 

 For India, GCC countries are especially important because of energy imports, trade and 
investment, connectivity, strategic relations and the large Indian diaspora living and 

working in the Gulf. 
 

 
 

17A8. U.S. to tell partners to pick sides in AI race with China 

           AI                                                      
      

 Washington last year launched the Pax Silica initiative aimed at 

securing supply chains for AI models, semiconductors and critical minerals, 
amid a fierce technology rivalry with Beijing. 

                                        ,                       Pax Silica     

         ,              AI     ,            औ                    आ      
                            

 About two dozen countries have joined, including Kazakhstan, a key 
potential source of critical minerals that has also joined China‘s coalition, as 
well as close U.S. allies such as Japan, Australia and South Korea. 

                 इ                    ,                           ,    
                                         औ                               
       ; इ               ,          औ                                    
          इ              

 The draft letter is addressed to the 35 signatories of a U.S. ―AI 

Opportunity Statement‖ signed in June, which includes members of the non-
binding Pax Silica framework and other countries that have expressed a desire 
to align cooperation on AI with Washington. 

                                       “AI Opportunity Statement”    35 

                          ,          -         Pax Silica                                    

           AI                                             इ                
 In July, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched a rival “World Artificial Intelligence 

Cooperation Organization”, promoting his country‘s open-weight technology as a challenge 

to U.S. influence over the fast-moving sector. 

        ,                                      “World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation 

Organization”             औ                 -                                   इ      

                     ए                             
 Kazakhstan is the only country so far known to have joined both initiatives, setting off alarm 

bells in Washington. 

                                                            ,                            
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17A8.  Scientists find why an enervating disorder affects only Eurasians 

                                                             ई                       

        

 Friedreich‟s ataxia, or FRDA, is a genetic disorder that progressively damages the nerves 
and the heart. 

                 ,    FRDA, ए                                औ                          
                

 The affected individuals typically begin to show symptoms between the ages of 5 and 15. 

                           5    15                                           
 They become unsteady and their coordination is impaired. 

                           औ                                       
 Their speech slows down and slurs. 

               औ                    
 Swallowing becomes difficult. 

                               
 Hearing and vision deteriorates. 

    औ                                   
 They feel fatigued, lose sensation, first in the arms and legs, then in the trunk and other parts 

of the body, and the spine curves to one side. 

                     ,                     —          औ         ,        औ                    
  —औ           ए                  

 Eventually, most patients die relatively young, of heart disease. 

     ,                                                                        
 There is no cure. 

इ                             
 According to Ashwin Dalal, a medical geneticist at the Nizam‘s Institute of Medical Sciences 

in Hyderabad, the institute diagnoses one case of FRDA every month on average — and 
almost all of these individuals come from consanguineous marriages. 

                                                                                       
      ,           औ                FRDA    ए                             —औ  इ       
                                     (consanguineous marriages)            

 That is, marriages between relatives, such as uncles and nieces, or between cousins. 

      ,                                      ,          /     औ       /            ,    
     /     /      /          -             

 Many Indian communities practise consanguinity — and it greatly increases the risk of genetic 
diseases that are otherwise rare. 

                                              —औ  इ                                      

                                
 Friedreich‘s ataxia is one such disease. 

                         ए          
 Curiously, so far, FRDA has not been reported in people from sub-Saharan Africa, North 

America, and China, Japan, and Southeast Asia. 

          ,         -           ,             ,    ,       औ      -                      
FRDA                        
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Inefficient powerhouses 

          -    

 FRDA is caused when a gene called FXN becomes mutated. 

FRDA               FXN                                   
 The FXN gene codes for a protein called frataxin. 

FXN     ए                           ए                               (frataxin)              
 Frataxin is essential for mitochondria, which are our cells‘ powerhouses. 

           इ               ए         ,                             -                 
 The chemical ATP, which is the cell‘s energy currency, is made mostly in the mitochondria. 

               ATP,                          ,          इ                      
 Nerve, spinal cord, brain, and heart muscle cells use a lot of energy. 

      ,        ,        औ                                                                 
 When their frataxin levels become abnormally low, the mitochondria produce ATP less 

effectively and also accumulate toxic by-products. 

                                                   ,      इ                          ATP 

                  औ           -                           
 This renders the cell dysfunctional, leading to the symptoms of FRDA. 

इ                                        ,                  FRDA                       
 The most common disease-causing mutations occur in a part of the FXN gene called the 

intron. 

                                          FXN        ए                ,            (intron) 

             
 A mutation takes the form of modifying the number of times a particular sequence of bases is 

repeated in the intron. 

ए            इ                                                                                  
 Normal variants of the FXN gene contain 5-11 or 12-33 repeats. 

FXN                   ए      5-11    12-33                 
 They‘re called the short normal and long normal variants. 

इ        -      औ      -                           
 The short-normal variant is common in Europe and South Asia (85-90% of the population), 

sub-Saharan Africa (90%), and East Asia (over 99%). 

    -                    औ       ए     (           85-90%),   -            (90%) औ       
ए     (99%        )               

 However, they were not seen in the Neanderthals and Denisovans. 

       ,             औ                     ए  ए  
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17A8. Understanding Anthropic‟s move to watermark Claude AI content 

Claude AI                            Anthropic                 

 As part of its measures to comply with the European Union‟s AI Act, the Google and 
Amazon-backed Anthropic announced that Claude content in the future will carry a 
machine-readable marking to better enable AI content labelling. 

               AI Act                 ए    ए                    , Google औ  Amazon        

Anthropic                         Claude                 -               (machine-

readable marking)     ,      AI-                          औ                     
 Adding a watermark to AI images and videos is not a new concept. 

AI                   औ                                                   
 However, the update that made waves was Anthropic announcing that it would add a 

watermark to Claude text as well, potentially forcing millions to reconsider their use of AI 

tools. 

       ,                                    ,    Anthropic                      Claude    
                           ,                                  AI                         
                           

 This update will be globally implemented. 

                                   ए    
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What is the new watermarking system by Anthropic? 

Anthropic     ई                        ? 

 The new policy was introduced after Anthropic signed the EU AI Act‟s Article 50(2) Code of 
Practice on Transparency of AI-Generated Content. 

        Anthropic       EU AI Act            50(2)    AI-                               आ    
                   ए                        

 In order to better identify content that Claude has generated and/or processed, Anthropic is 
set to add watermarks embedded in text content, as well as signed provenance 
metadata attached to supported files in formats such as .svg, .png, or .jpg. 

Claude              औ /                                          ए, Anthropic             
                                     ,        .svg, .png    .jpg               इ                 

             -                (signed provenance metadata)           ए    
 Regarding the text-based watermark applied at the model level, users will not be able to see it 

and Anthropic has confirmed that it will not affect Claude‘s response. 

                                    -आ                          ,           इ                  
औ  Anthropic                      Claude                                  

 Output from the Claude Platform (API), Claude, Claude Code, Claude Cowork, and 
Claude Tag are set to get the embedded watermarks. 

Claude Platform (API), Claude, Claude Code, Claude Cowork औ  Claude Tag         

                                           

 While some praised Anthropic‘s marking policy in the hopes of seeing more clearly labelled 
AI-generated content, critics argued that Claude adding a watermark even to lightly edited 
text could put reputations at serious risk. 

                                          ई AI-                     Anthropic             

                 ,                            Claude                                      
                           ए                               

 For example, if a human-made file is proofread, translated, summarised, or even converted 
by someone else using Claude, the final output could still carry a mark, according to 
Anthropic‘s update. 

            ए,              -               Claude                                     
      ,       ,                                          ,    Anthropic                          

                                  
 Anthropic also warned about the possibility of false positive and false negative results: 

detecting a Claude mark does not confirm that the work was created by AI, while the lack of a 
mark does not mean the work was 100% human-made. 

Anthropic    false positive औ  false negative                                               : 
Claude                                              AI                   ,              
                              100%     -           
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Adult and immature blue-footed boobies rest on rocks 

near the entrance to the Panama Canal as seabirds native 
to the cold, nutrient-rich waters of Peru and Chile appear 
outside their usual range, while El Niño warms the eastern 
Pacific and disrupts marine food supplies, on the coast of 

Panama City on August 5. 

 

 

 

Visual question: Name this 
creature, considered the largest extant lizard, which gets its name from 
an Indonesian island to which it is endemic.  

 

 

 

 

 

17A8. Hara mangrove forests 

              

 The Hara forests are a vital ecological 
treasure of the Persian Gulf. 

                        ए                 
                     

 Spanning the Strait of Hormuz, these 
mangrove forests consist mainly of grey mangrove 
trees (Avicennia marina), which have a special 

filtration system in their roots that allows them to thrive 
in saline conditions. 

                                                    

     (Avicennia marina)          ,              ए  

                           ,                                                    
 The same roots also protect the coast against erosion and are voluminous carbon sinks, 

sequestering significantly more carbon than terrestrial forests. 

                                   औ                                        ,                 
                                                       

 The forests are a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and serve as an important nursery for 

marine life as they shelter shrimp, crabs, and numerous fish species that sustain the region‘s 
fisheries. 

      ए  UNESCO                    औ                  ए ए                             

                     ,               ,       औ                                            , 
   इ                          ए          

 Up from the water‘s edge, the Hara forests‘ canopy is also a major migratory hub for birds like 
the great stone-curlew and various herons. 
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                 ,                -आ    (canopy)         -      औ                        
             ए ए                        

 The mangroves are the backbone of the sustainable tourism programmes of Qeshm, an 
Iranian island in the Persian Gulf, and draw visitors to their labyrinthine waterways. 

                                         ,                                 ए               
               , औ                                                             
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17A8. Army to ready ex-Agniveer list for CAPF postings 

CAPF                            -                             

 The armed forces are likely to compile a list of Agniveers eligible for recruitment into the 
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) under the government‘s reservation policy for the 

temporary recruits, a government source has told The Hindu. 

ए                The Hindu                                                            

                आ                                     (CAPFs)             ए     

                         ए                     
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 The first batch of around 25,000 Agniveers is scheduled to retire from the Army by 

December. 

     25,000                                                                
 While the CAPFs have reserved 50% of constable vacancies for former Agniveers, the 

Army, Navy, and Air Force will furnish details of eligible personnel, indicating that ex-
Agniveers may not be able to apply directly for recruitment under the reserved quota, the 
source said. 

                     CAPFs                50%              -                आ          ,      
    ,        औ                                         ए   ,                             -
        आ                                 आ                     

 Although recruitment into the armed forces is not based on caste reservations, the official said 
that the existing quotas for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward 
Classes will continue to apply for recruitment into the CAPFs. 

                            -आ      आ                     ,                            

    ,                 औ                     ए             CAPFs             ए             

Longer service tenure 

               

 The service tenure of personnel in the CAPFs extends up to the age of 60, whereas those in 
the armed forces retire much earlier. 

CAPFs                        60        आ             ,                             इ    
                                

 Over the past month, CAPFs such as the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Sashastra 
Seema Bal, and Assam Rifles have issued notifications, specifying 50% quota for the ex-
Agniveers. 

      ए                                      (CRPF),              औ                  
CAPFs            ए            ,           -                50%                            

 For instance, the annual intake of constables in the CRPF, the largest CAPF, is typically 
around 7,000. 

            ए,          CAPF CRPF                                          7,000          
 Under the new recruitment framework, about 3,500 of these vacancies will be reserved for 

ex-Agniveers. 

                    , इ            3,500              -                आ           
 The ex-Agniveers will be exempted from written examinations, physical standard tests, 

and physical efficiency tests, the notifications said. 

                    ,     -                       ,                    औ               
                  ए    

 Recruitment to the post of Constable (General Duty) will be carried out through direct 

recruitment, with 50% of vacancies in every recruitment year reserved for ex-Agniveers, the 
CRPF‘s notification, issued on July 27, said. 

27     ई         CRPF                                       (          )                   

                     ए   औ                   50%              -                आ           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


