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Festival bloom: Marigold and globe amaranth flowers are
harvested in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, on Sunday as flower
markets in the State gear up to meet the increased demand
during the Onam season in Kerala.

Festival frenzy: Artists perform ‘Pulikali’ (tiger
dance) during the 'Athachamayam procession’,
which marks the start of the 10-day Onam
celebrations, at Tripunithura in Ernakulam district of
Kerala on Sunday.

Onam

religious and social communities.

It marks a time of harvest, prosperity, and unity.

The traditional Virippu (first/autumn) rice crop is generally
sown in April-May and harvested around September—
October. Thus, the Onam/Chingam period overlaps with the
beginning of this harvest season.

Celebrated during the Malayalam month of Chingam
(August—September), typically spanning 10 days.
Traditional Onam celebrations extend for ten days, beginning with Atham and culminating
in Thiruvonam, the most important day.

Legend of Mahabali and Vamana

Rooted in Bhagavata Purana, the tale involves King Mahabali, a benevolent Asura
ruler, and Lord Vishnu taking the Vamana avatar (dwarf Brahmin) to humble the
King.

He is remembered in Kerala's popular tradition as a generous, righteous and
egalitarian ruler, whose kingdom enjoyed prosperity and was supposedly free from
poverty and discrimination.

As Mahabali's power and popularity increased, the Devas sought the intervention of
Lord Vishnu.

Vishnu appeared before Mahabali in his Vamana Avatar, in the form of a dwarf
Brahmin.

Vamana asked Mahabali for only as much land as he could cover in three steps.
Mahabali agreed.

Pagez

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Vamana then assumed a cosmic form and covered the universe with his first two

steps.

With nowhere remaining for the third step, Mahabali offered his own head.
Ancient References

Early mentions appear in Sangam literature like Maturaikkanci (3rd century CE).

Alvar saints and inscriptions, including an 11th-century one in Thrikkakara

Temple, echo Onam’s deep-rooted history.
In 1961, Kerala’s government declared Onam as the state’s national festival, aiming
to bolster tourism and social integration

The temple's festival begins with Kodiyettu on Atham and concludes with Arattu on

Thiruvonam.

Sumit Sarkar brought ordinary people, their experiences into history books

TRIBUTE

Janaki Nair

1did not have the good for-
tune of being taught by Su-
mit Sarkar. But like every
(conscientious) modern In-
dian historian, I have in-
deed been ‘taught’ by him.
His classic, Modern India,
modestly described as a
‘textbook’, is perhaps the
most well-thumbed of my
many books. Here, along
with colonial masters and
nationalist leaders, pea-
sants, workers, and ordin-
ary people sprang from its
pages.

This was no simple in-
clusion: it was a concep-
tual break, altering our un-
derstanding of Indian
history in profound ways,
acknowledging the lives
and actions of millions,
even their failures, as the
true basis on which to un-
derstand our past. But pol-
itical leaders, their actions,
and the periodisations fa-
miliar to students of histo-

ry could not be dispensed
with altogether. Therefore,
the book, despite its em-
phasis on the novel break-
throughs of a *history from
below’, was sandwiched
‘between the foundation of
the Indian National Con-
gress in 1885 and the
achievement of indepen-
dence in 1947", since those
60 years ‘witnessed per-
haps the greatest transition
in our country’s long histo-
ry’. In one memorable sen-
tence, he signalled the ma-
ny unfulfilled promises of
Indian nationalism: thus,
the Mahatma succeeded in
‘drawing in the masses,
while at the same time
keeping mass activity
strictly pegged down to
certain forms predeter-
‘mined by the leader’

Let me not dwell on the
gaping hole that Sarkar’s
demise had left among his-
torians, and focus instead
on the riches he has left us.
His book, Swadeshi Move-
ment in Bengal, on Ben-
gal’s (firs) partition of
1905, and the nationalist

movement that it
spawned, was full of meth-
odological innovations, us-
ing plays, novels, newspap-
ers, pamphlets, in addition
to the more familiar colo-
nial archive. These mate-
rials led him to ask ques-
tions that often led to
ambiguous or unsatisfacto-
ry answers. Educated un-
employment and rising
prices surely fuelled the
anger against the Bengal
partition. But the pride-in-
ducing victory of a little
‘eastern’ nation, Japan, ov-
er a powerful ‘western’
neighbour, Russia, — the
Russo-Japanese war of
1904-05 — also played its
part, despite a relative ig-
norance in India of emerg-
ing critiques of imperial-
ism elsewhere.

Sarkar also asked him-
self: how could a Swadeshi
editorial in the Bande Mat-
aram praise, in the same
breath, both the labour
movement and the caste
system, the latter for hav-
ing had ‘the true socialistic
aim of keeping awake in ev-

b \
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ery class of society a sense
of duty to it’? Or, as he
would ask later, what drew
upper caste men to revolu-
tionary terrorism in Ben-
gal, and why has that me-
mory endured longer than
those of tribal or lower
caste participants?

He was among the ear-
liest of historians to un-
pack how ‘Hindu’ national-
ism gradually became
‘common sense’, with con-
sequences up to this day.

Sarkar’s task was to
break out of the economic
determinism and narrow

Legacy ﬁnmatched: Historian Sumit Sarkar passed away on

positivism that was the
hallmark of Marxist scho-
larship at the time. But the
work  remains  unsur-
passed, since it upholds
the protocols of historical
research, the verifiability
ofevidence, and as he said,
‘the constant knowledge
that my conclusions re-
main open to revision and
change’. Would a revised
Modern India, that more
correctly reflects the scho-
larship of the last four de-
cades - as many regions,
social groups, practices,
and events have found

their historians - be at all
possible in our times? How
were material conditions
and cultural forms to be in-
tegrated within a struc-
tured totality?

His Marxism did not
come in the way of engag-
ing with what Ranajit Guha
has called the oldest (and
richest) archive in India:
religion. He read religion,
but not as a believer; not to
denigrate but to connect
the celestial world to its
earthly presence in mea-
ningful ways.

In fact, Marxism ena-
bled his interest in the
19th-century mystic (and
rustic) Hindu thinker Ra-
makrishna Paramhansa,
and the petty-bourgeois,
clerical ambience within
which he operated, which
gave his philosophy its
force and material in-
fluence, especially among
the emerging, well-read,
urban middle class. That
contradiction needed to be
explained. Sarkar linked
the belated entry of clock-
time into India, and the

disciplinary mechanisms it
generated, to the slavery of
clerical labour, which
paved the way for the re-
ception of Ramakrishna.

On RSS and Left

Sarkar showed us the true
meaning of engaged scho-
larship: when India was
stunned in 1992 by the
shock troops of the BJP and
RSS that brought down the
Babri Masjid, Sarkar and
his colleagues produced a
short but vital book called
Khaki Shorts and Saffron
Flags. It was the first se-
rious historical reconstruc-
tion (based also on sensi-
tive fieldwork) of what the
RSS had become, the most
formidable force on the In-
dian political firmament.
Certainly the young people
who have today given us a
ray of hope should place
this book at the top of their
reading lists.

Sarkar, in both his writ-
ing and his political posi-
tions, was unafraid to con-
front the official Left and
its surrender to global cap-

ital, as at Nandigram and
Singur. He would have
been the first to admit that
proletarians have not been
the grave diggers of capital-
ism, though he welcomed
historians who showed re-
newed interest in labour
and working class history.

1 was personally ho-
noured when this remarka-
ble historian included me
in his review of five such
books. But more striking
was his intellectual open-
ness: his choices ‘provin-
cialised’ Bengal, by ack-
nowledging the worlds and
questions that lay well
beyond it - Kanpur, Jam-
shedpur, KGF, Bombay, the
railway works.

At a time when ‘eve-
ryone’ is a historian, and
we are being trained in
thinking of history only as
“pride’ in the past, we will
miss complex thinkers like
Sarkar even more, for his
passing no doubt signals
the end of an era.

(anaki Nair is the pro-
Jfessor (retd), Centre for His-
torical Studies, JNU)

17A8. Sumit Sarkar brought ordinary people, their experiences into history
books
AT FIHR A 317 AT AR 37T Jegerat 1 sfaerar A qeat & w7
His classic, Modern India, modestly described as a ‘textbook’, is perhaps the most well-
thumbed of my many books.
3ot ufliey i, Modern India, fSI& faaT#dTqds Ueh ‘qTagqEceh Fegl I8, Had: HY
3eeh Tl 7 T 1T ot X 3oer i 1§ TFaw
His book, Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, on Bengal's (first) partition of 1905, and the

nationalist movement that it spawned, was full of methodological innovations, using plays,
novels, newspapers, pamphlets, in addition to the more familiar colonial archive.

1905 & SaTTel o (T8 eY) FASISTeT 3R 36X Scueat USEATEY JHielelel TR 3eTehl J&sh Swadeshi
Movement in Bengal 3o getifaere srarert & sRqT oY, foresd oI siafaafes
HFERTR o 3ifcRere ATel, Suwardl, FATaR-ga1 3R gReaw1ai 1 8 3T fama arar a7

But the pride-inducing victory of a little ‘eastern’ nation, Japan, over a powerful ‘western’
neighbour, Russia, — the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 — also played its part, despite a
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relative ignorance in India of emerging critiques of imperialism elsewhere.

QAfehet Teh BIC “TAb Ig STt Y rfFcemel afResd gl T w aika Scuet oeet arelr
TSTT—1904-05 T F-STITT JEH—=T 1 7011 $IfHehT NSNS, JeITT R 31w T
3T TE! WATSIATE, Y AT & Tl 3Tl o STeTehry Y|

e Sarkar also asked himself: how could a Swadeshi editorial in the Bande Mataram praise, in
the same breath, both the labour movement and the caste system, the latter for having had
‘the true socialistic aim of keeping awake in every class of society a sense of duty to it'?

AT THR A Tad & Tg 9 i fohaT: Bande Mataram & JehrfRId i TaeRl Hareehrar Teh &
THET F AfAE e 3 e sTaEdT, St 7 TRAT FH I FehdT AT, Sd Sid cTaTAT &
IR & Ig et I AT o 3T “Toar TATSIAET 3682T TATST & YA o7 & 38 Ufd shoied Y
ST ol ST IG=AT AT?

e Or, as he would ask later, what drew upper caste men to revolutionary terrorism in Bengal,
and why has that memory endured longer than those of tribal or lower caste participants?

T, ST o 3giel a1e, & Yo7, 3T J1far & el Y 97 7 FifdwRy Archarg Hr AR F4T1
TR AT o1, 3R 37 3Miekel=t 7 it a1 fawt snfar & wforsnfart & wfat i gorem &
SeTeht THCT TR ofd THY deh FT Toil 1612

e Sarkar's task was to break out of the economic determinism and narrow positivism that was
the hallmark of Marxist scholarship at the time.

YA TIHR T 36T 38 FAY & AFHAIE T I Tl 51 Joh 3T faafaare

@ CS | Hiso-AsC ]
Two forms of worship

In the Bhagavad Gita, Canto 12 is dedicated to Bhakti Yoga,
the yoga of devotion, said Sri Ramanujamji in a discourse.
There are two primary forms of worship and meditation
in Hindu philosophy — Saguna Upasana (manifestation
form) and Nirguna Upasana (formless devotion). Saguna
worship refers to devotion with attributes or with quali-
ties, whereas Nirguna Upasana means devotion without
attributes or formless devotion. In the Bhagavad Gita, Ar-
juna asks Lord Krishna which of the two paths is superior.
Lord Krishna replies to Arjuna that while both paths ulti-
mately lead to the same Supreme realisation, Saguna Upa-
sana, devotion in personal form, is far easier and more
practical for embodied human beings. This forms the
foundational essence of Bhakti Yoga. He also explains that
Nirguna Upasana represents a profound philosophical
realisation and is exceptionally difficult for common peo-
ple because the human mind and intellect naturally rely
on names and forms, and need a physical sensory focus.

Saguna dhyana enhances the essence of nirguna. Take
gold as an example: a solid bar of gold (nirguna) versus an
intricately crafted wearable golden ornament (saguna). Si-
milarly, water in a still, silent lake (nirguna), versus a beau-
tifully flowing waterfall that brings joy through its move-
ment and sound (saguna). Ultimately, both saguna and
nirguna Upasana are two sides of the same coin, which
are inseparable. Saguna has the added advantage of let-
ting devotees connect emotionally, whether they view the
divine as a master, a friend, a child, a beloved, or their
own soul, allowing them to pray, seek compassion, and be
guided.

the two paths is superior

(economic determinism) 3R ThIoT yegaTare (positivism) &
STEX TARoleT AT

17A8. Two forms of worship
3YTHAT & &Y §9

¢ Inthe Bhagavad Gita, Canto 12 is dedicated to Bhakti
Yoga, the yoga of devotion, said Sri Ramanujamiji in a discourse.

$aTaeEiaT & 1201 AT sifdFa A, 32T #fFd & A, Fr
AR &, TaT A THrTersh ¥ U yaae 7 FeT|

e There are two primary forms of worship and meditation in
Hindu philosophy — Saguna Upasana (manifestation form) and
Nirguna Upasana (formless devotion).

g &t # 3UTHaT 3R AT & & YW TF §—HIOT SUTHAT (HhR
&) 3R fafor 3T (fFR1eR s1fera) |

e Saguna worship refers to devotion with attributes or with
gualities, whereas Nirguna Upasana means devotion without
attributes or formless devotion.

HAOT IUTHAT & AT (0T AT FARINATHT & ForeT $9a o iy stieher
T &, STafeh farator surea & 38 ot & e a1 R sfFa B |

¢ Inthe Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna asks Lord Krishna which of

SATASIHNAT 7 ISeT $TITdTT FSUT &GS @ Toh Sa aleit A1 3 F hlaf-a1 A5 &
e He also explains that Nirguna Upasana represents a profound philosophical realisation and

is exceptionally difficult for common people because the human mind and intellect naturally
rely on names and forms, and need a physical sensory focus.

a Ig o g ¢ o faaior sureer veh arge grifas arepsifar 1 wfdfaftea e @ 3R g
Tt & T A S 8, Fifeh HleTd #Hel 3R g8 Famnfas &7 & a3 IR F ) ARk
& JUT 3¢ sfgat & fow e #ifas 3R 1 3maegsar gidr gl
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e Saguna dhyana enhances the essence of nirguna.
HAOT €T fo3(0T & AR 1 3R 378 Fog A |

e Ultimately, both saguna and nirguna Upasana are two sides of the same coin, which are
inseparable.

3ictet:, waror AR fAfor 3uTHaT Uen € Fliereh & & ugel 8, Toloe Uah-g@R @ o ofg! fohar o
gehdT|

e Saguna has the added advantage of letting devotees connect emotionally, whether they view
the divine as a master, a friend, a child, a beloved, or their own soul, allowing them to pray,
seek compassion, and be guided.

HOT 3UTHAT &7 ARG o TG & o g 1arcll Y ST T U 51 T AR &l 5, a6 I
$eqT ) Taret, TR, a1as, TIas A1 319 3T & T F W sUT I YT IR T £, HOI
Y I T Toha § 3R ARtEeeT yred T dhd B

GS Paper 1: Society 17 August 2026
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17A8

‘No private data sought for Census; ID details will be collected only if available

‘SAIMOTAT & FAT F1E fAS 32T €T AP 3T, ggure Haell faawor had 3qerst gl W & U
frT STy

17A8

Girls conditioned from childhood to take up domestic burden

asfaral #t qave ¥ € a¥q arfica 3o & faw dar e smar @

17A8

Taken by one of the big four
IR 3rcad fader 9l & & v 1 RFR
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‘No private data sought for Census; ID
details will be collected only if available’

J&K, Ladakh Census chief says data is confidential under Census Act; he asks people to write down answers beforehand as number of questions

has increased; warns people to be aware of cyberfraud, encourages self-enumeration; Phase 2 of Census begins in snow-bound areas from today

INTERVIEW
Amit Sharma

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he Registrar-Gener-
Tal and Census
Commissioner of

India (RG&CCI) on August
14 notified 40 questions for
Population Enumeration,
the second phase of the
Census 2027, which will
begin in Ladakh and snow-
bound areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttarakhand
from Monday and continue
till September 30, ahead of
the rest of the country,
where the exercise will be
held in February 2027.

The Census 2027 ques-
tionnaire will include 13
new questions that were
not part of the Census 2011
questionnaire, which had
29 questions. The new
questions seek information
on the spouse’s name, na-
tionality, father and moth-
er’s particulars, digital lite-
racy, permanent address,
place of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, number of bank ac-
counts, passport, driving
licence and mobile, Aad-
haar and voter ID num-

-
&
=
8
=
&
4
&
&

bers, if available.

Amit Sharma, Chief
Principal Census Officer
and Director, Census Oper-
ations, Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh, speaks to The
Hindu about the Census
2027 exercise and its signif-
icance for the two Union
Territories.

Other than caste
enumeration, the
Population Census 2027
will also enumerate new
data fields such as place
of COVID-19
vaccination, identity
documents and
particulars of parents.
What is the rationale
behind the inclusion of
such questions?

The questions are decided
after several rounds of dis-
cussions with all Minis-

tries. No private or confi-
dential data is being sought
by enumerators; these are
all documents provided by
the government. We are
not seeking the bank ac-
count details, only the
number of accounts an in-
dividual has.

The identity documents
such as Aadhaar, voter ID,
driving licence, and pass-
port are all issued by the
government, and respon-
dents are to provide them,
subject to availability.

All data is confidential
under the Census Act,
1948. It is better if respon-
dents write down their de-
tails on paper before an en-
umerator comes. Since
there are 40 questions, it
may take more time.

How will
self-enumeration work

inJ&K and Ladakh?

Self-enumeration in the en-
tire Union Territory of La-
dakh and in the snow-
bound areas of 16 districts
of J&K will begin on Mon-
day on the web portal be-
fore door-to-door enumer-
ation begins on September
1. We would encourage pe-
ople to self-enumerate. Be-
ware of cyber fraud; fraud-
sters may seek information
in the name of the Census.
Our enumerators have QR-
code-enabled ID cards;
their credentials can be
checked.

The self-enumeration
option will be georefe-
renced and available only
in the snow-bound areas.
So, even if a resident of a
snow-bound area of a dis-
trict in J&K, say Gurez, who
is presently in the plains,
will not be able to access
the portal.

Under the extended de
facto pattern, everyone
present at a location will be
counted. More than 6.67
lakh households in J&K
and 7,009 households in
Ladakh voluntarily com-
pleted self-enumeration
before the House Listing
Operations (HLO), the first
phase, in June.

Why is Census 2027

significant for J&K and
Ladakh?

1t will provide the first
comprehensive demo-
graphic picture of Jammu
& Kashmir after the abro-
gation of Article 370 and
the first Census of Ladakh
as a Union Territory.
Beyond updating popula-
tion figures after over a de-
cade, it will generate data
on population distribu-
tion, migration, age struc-
ture, housing, education,
employment, fertility, dis-
ability and social composi-
tion to support planning
and resource allocation.

‘Why is geography a key
focus?

Demographic realities vary
sharply across urban
centres, border districts,
remote mountain villages
and tribal areas. Census
2027 aims to capture not
just population numbers,
but where people live, how
they live, how they move
and how those patterns are
changing.

What are the main
enumeration challenges
in J&K and Ladakh?

J&K’s population is spread
across cities, villages,

mountainous regions, bor-
der areas and tribal habita-
tions. Seasonal migration
further complicates enum-
eration.

Ladakh’s  population
lives across a vast high-alti-
tude region marked by dis-
persed settlements, diffi-
cult connectivity, seasonal
accessibility and remote lo-
cations. The Census must
accurately capture where
people live and how the
population  distribution
varies.

How will nomadic
communities and
displaced populations
be counted?

Special coordination with
departments dealing with
forests, tribal affairs and lo-
cal administration will
help identify migratory
routes and seasonal settle-
ments of Gujjar-Bakarwals
and other nomadic groups.
The objective is to ensure
that mobility does not lead
to undercounting.
Communities such as
Kashmiri Pandits will be re-
corded according to esta-
blished Census concepts
and reference dates, while
capturing migration and
household characteristics.
For the full interview:
newsth.live/amitsharma

17A8. ‘No private data sought for Census; ID details will be collected only if
available

‘STTITOTSTT F frT 1S RS 327 €Y AT 7134T; ggTer et fAaTor Fae Uy gl W
& T fFU STUer

e The Registrar-General and Census Commissioner of India (RG&CCI) on August 14
notified 40 questions for Population Enumeration, the second phase of the Census 2027,
which will begin in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand from Monday and continue till September 30, ahead of the rest of the
country, where the exercise will be held in February 2027.

HRd & WAFER-STAT T SHAMOTAT IHFT (RG&CCI) o 14 I T FAHET AVTAT
(Population Enumeration) & oI 40 92T 3ifRgfeId T, ST SIeTaroTar 2027 7 @RI TR |
Ig TRUT QAR A eare a7 SH-HeAR, e wewr 3t savras & abardy & genfaa et ¥
I BT 3R 30 AR ofeh T, STefeh 237 & AW TBEaT & Ig Tfohdm Badl 2027 H ARSI hr
Sraef|

e The Census 2027 questionnaire will include 13 new questions that were not part of the
Census 2011 questionnaire, which had 29 questions.

SAAIMOTST 2027 Y FATT H 13 T YT MR 8iaY, ST FAMOTAT 2011 T GeATTol T TH&dT
6T & 3R f5TeT 29 uesT U

e The new questions seek information on the spouse’s name, nationality, father and mother’s
particulars, digital literacy, permanent address, place of COVID-19 vaccination, number of
bank accounts, passport, driving licence and mobile, Aadhaar and voter ID numbers, if
available.

ST g2t 7 gfer AT Iett 1 A, Ted7ar, R 3 A w1 Rawon, e anaar, Tawit g,
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COVID-19 EXHTEHVT T TUTT, A% Tl T TEAT, TAUT 3T gl T qIHYIE, SBTAT aad,
AETEd, ITUR 3R AGSTAT Te9-99 F&IAT ¥ T ST Al a7 &1

Amit Sharma, Chief Principal Census Officer and Director, Census Operations, Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh, speaks to The Hindu about the Census 2027 exercise and its
significance for the two Union Territories.

AT o, FET TEITT STAMOTAT HFAFRY T STAMOTAT FelTelet forererah, SIea- R 3R egm,
o STSTITOTSAT 2027 FY wishar AR At el gl & fAw 3w Aged & N 7 ¢ g @ ST
&l

Other than caste enumeration, the Population Census 2027 will also enumerate new data
fields such as place of COVID-19 vaccination, identity documents and particulars of parents.

Sifa o & 31faRed, FaEEAT FAMOTAT 2027 H COVID-19 EHIHIUT ST TAT, TgdTT
gxarast AR AET-Rar #1 faavor S AT st & Y 8 go fohar S|

What is the rationale behind the inclusion of such questions?

A gl Fr AT T F NS FATTF 82

The questions are decided after several rounds of discussions with all Ministries.
3T gaAT vt T3 AATerAY & A1 FE ek Fr TaiHt & a1¢ AR v Srar g

No private or confidential data is being sought by enumerators; these are all documents
provided by the government.

AVTATH HAT GaRT FI1§ st A1 A= 321 A1 AP o1 T §; T T TR earT Iy fopw arw
e 8l

We are not seeking the bank account details, only the number of accounts an individual has.
& dF @1 F1 Raor g AT W@ §, I dhad Ig STy AR 3B § 6 o safea & g
fhraa d& @ §

The identity documents such as Aadhaar, voter ID, driving licence, and passport are all
issued by the government, and respondents are to provide them, subject to availability.

YR, AGGIAT IgaT-97, ST asdd 3 I S TgaTe gEdiasl THR GaRT IRy fohw
ST & 3R 3RETan3i I so¢ 3udet get i fBUfa & v F=r gl

All data is confidential under the Census Act, 1948.

Census Act, 1948 & dgd I3 3T M g1

It is better if respondents write down their details on paper before an enumerator comes.
g 81T o IVTATR AT & 3T F Tga SeErar 39t favor R W foa o |

Since there are 40 questions, it may take more time.

Afeh SHA 40 WoeT 8, SATAIT SHH HTFH THAY o7 Hehel B

Our enumerators have QR code-enabled ID cards; their credentials can be checked.
EHR IUTATRTATT & UTH QR HIS-HETH UG- §; 3oTch THIUT-THT T ST T ST bl ¢
The self-enumeration option will be georeferenced and available only in the snow-bound
areas.

TI-IM0TAT T fahed sttnfors T & Tefda (georeferenced) 8T 3R shaol ahary & wsnfaa
&t 3 3Ty g
Beyond updating population figures after over a decade, it will generate data on population

distribution, migration, age structure, housing, education, employment, fertility, disability and
social composition to support planning and resource allocation.

T G2 U AT TAY 916 ATHEAT & HHs| $Y HETdA Hol o Helal, g AATEAT [T,
32T IR FLIf, arfer Arster fATor ity @arere srded F ggrar A |
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Girls conditioned from childhood to take up domestic burden
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The time women spend on housework begins to rise around the age of 10 and reaches a peak of nearly 460 minutes a day around age 30

| DATA POINT |

Tanu M. Goyal
Mohd. Tahoor

Shravani Prakash

women aspiring to become

entrepreneurs in rural Harya-
na, it was found that other than so-
cial and cultural norms, the big-
gest practical problem
constraining the women’s’ ability
to do more paid work was that a
large share of their time was tied
up in cooking and completing hou-
sehold chores. Strikingly, their
daughters, rather than their sons,
were already sharing this burden
by helping them in the kitchen and
other chores. The next generation,
it seemed, is already learning to re-
produce the gender gap in invisi-
ble, unpaid work.

India’s Time Use Survey (2025)
highlights that the division of la-
bour that emerges in adulthood
begins much earlier, through
childhood conditioning. What
starts in childhood widens with
age, reaching its peak in the prime
working years (Chart 1).

The time women spend on hou-
sework begins to rise around the
age of 10 and continues through
the late teens and twenties, reach-
ing a peak of nearly 460 minutes
(7.5 hours +) a day around age 30.
The male curve, however, never
crosses 65 minutes at any age bet-
ween six and 75. Adolescence, in
this sense, is not separate from
adulthood; it is when the adult pat-
tern begins to take shape (Chart
1). Data shows that at age six, In-
dian boys and girls spend almost
the same amount of time on dom-
estic and care work at about five
minutes a day (Chart 2). Their tra-
jectories remain relatively close
through early childhood. Thereat-
ter, however, they diverge sharply.

Around age 10, the girls’ curve
begins to pull away. Girls spend
about 15 minutes a day on domes-
tic and care work at age 10, 75 mi-
nutes at 15, and around 130 mi-

l n a recent interaction with

nutes by age 17. Boys, meanwhile,
move from roughly five minutes at
age six to only about 17 minutes by
the end of childhood. The result is
a dramatic widening of the gender
gap. The girl-to-boy ratio in unpaid
work rises from 1.6 among chil-
dren aged 6-9, to 4.5 among those
aged 10-14, and to 7.5 among ado-
lescents aged 15-17.

Little control over time

The cost is leisure. Between ages
six and 17, girls’ housework rises
by roughly 124 minutes a day,
while their leisure time falls by
around 115 minutes. For boys, the
decline in leisure is much smaller
but the time they spend on house-
work changes relatively little.

This matters because the cost of
girls’ domestic work is often
framed primarily as a trade-off
with schooling and education. But
data shows that girls, in fact, are
spending slightly more time on
learning than boys at most ages.
They, therefore, remain in school
but still pay a substantial price in
leisure time that could be spent on
sport, friendships, rest, explora-
tion and simply having discretion-
ary control over their own time.
These are not economically irrele-
vant activities. They are part of
how children build confidence, so-
cial networks, physical capability
and even a sense of agency, all of
which influence their ability to
build career trajectories later in
life (Chart 2).

Cooking lies at the centre of this
divergence (Chart 3). Among ado-
lescents aged 15-17 years, 42.4% of
girls report cooking, compared
with only 2.9% of boys. Girls in this
age group spend close to an hour
cooking, while boys spend just two
minutes. Cleaning and laundry al-
so become increasingly gendered,
with wide gaps in both participa-
tion and time spent. The only tasks
where adolescent boys match or
exceed girls are farm work and
shopping; activities that are more
outward-facing (the field and mar-
ket), rather than inward-facing in-
to the kitchen.

Between childhood and adult-
hood, therefore, girls are being
trained for the household while
boys are being trained for the
world outside. This helps explain
why childhood conditioning can
later appear as an “efficient” gen-
dered allocation of household
work.

One of the clearest manifesta-
tions of these gendered expecta-
tions is women’s absence from the
labour force. In the 2025 PLFS,
childcare and domestic responsi-
bilities were the single most-cited
reason women gave for staying out
of the labour force, reported by
52.5% of urban women and 40% of
rural women, compared with less
than 1% of men.

Most policy interventions ad-
dress women’s unpaid work in
adulthood through childcare,
community kitchens, safe mobility
infrastructure, flexible work and
social protection, among others.
But the Time Use Survey suggests
that policy must also start much
earlier, by addressing the unequal
assignment of domestic work bet-
ween boys and girls.

The objective is not to remove
domestic work from children’s
lives, but to remove its gender as-
signment. Schools can help by giv-
ing every child, boy or girl, equal
opportunities to learn practical life
skills, from cooking and home
management to stitching, carpen-
try and financial management.

India has invested heavily in
keeping girls in school and improv-
ing their educational outcomes,
but equal attention must be paid to
what happens to their time outside
school. Otherwise, by the time
young women enter the labour
market, years of gendered condi-
tioning and unpaid work may al-
ready have narrowed their choic-
es. If we want a different
workforce tomorrow, we may
need to start by giving boys and
girls a different childhood today.

Authors work at the Indian Coun-
cil for Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER). Views
expressed are personal

Disproportionate burden

The data for the charts were sourced from India's Time Use Survey (2025)
and the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation (MoSPI)

CHART 1: Time spent on housework (unpaid domestic and caregiving services)
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CHART 2 : Time spent by children on domestic work, leisure and learning
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CHART 3 : The share (participation rate) of girls and boys who engage in different
types of housework
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17A8. Girls conditioned from childhood to take up domestic burden

wsfrat Y aaae A & o¥e aRieT 3o & v duR R srar @

e In arecent interaction with women aspiring to become entrepreneurs in rural Haryana, it was
found that other than social and cultural norms, the biggest practical problem constraining the
women'’s ability to do more paid work was that a large share of their time was tied up in
cooking and completing household chores.

BTl €1 31 ATHYOT FRATOM 7 ST Sofer T JHIET IG=1 dTel Afgel3it & A g% STAd 7 Tg

T a1 o W 3R W A ATgst & sremar, ARG i 31 dderselt w1 He
&THAT ! ATHT Fel dTell HIH T37 SITAGIRE AT Tg &Y foh 3oTeh HI &1 Uh 937 fgear @rer
TehTe HIX B 1T T X e 7 S 81 ST o

e India’s Time Use Survey (2025) highlights that the division of labour that emerges in
adulthood begins much earlier, through childhood conditioning.
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HR T STBH T TS (2025) 3 1T 1 YWTohd T § foh TTEHT 7 [GWTS St ATl 473-
fasiTsTeT Sig T Tgel, 32T SdeT # g1 aTell conditioning & HTEAA & Y & ST ¢

What starts in childhood widens with age, reaching its peak in the prime working years (Chart
1).

ST 3T T F E BIAT &, TE 34 & T TG e § AR 9o7@ Frdefier 3mg 37 379+ oA W
g ST g @ 1)l

The time women spend on housework begins to rise around the age of 10 and continues

through the late teens and twenties, reaching a peak of nearly 460 minutes (7.5 hours +) a
day around age 30.

ATEATHT SaRT ee] FI H TN STeT ATl HHG ST 10 T T 3T A T YE &I ST & 3R
femeiRTereaT & 3ifore st qur Srad gere & ST BT &, it ofereraT 30 a¥ & 3mg & yfdfea
W4eoﬁm(7.5ﬁ%#m3€qu§”€rmﬁl

The male curve, however, never crosses 65 minutes at any age between six and 75.

gTellich, TEST o HIFS & g JHlehsT B & 75 a¥ 1 el off 317 7 65 [AeTe & 3178 =IgT I

Data shows that at age six, Indian boys and girls spend almost the same amount of time on
domestic and care work at about five minutes a day (Chart 2).

371ehs Tl & foh B 9% Y Y A 3RA ofgeh 3R Tsfehal eRe] vd cwsiier dael sl oY
AIHIT THTT THI, 37T ITafesT wie 9 fAete, foard & (@€ 2)|

Girls spend about 15 minutes a day on domestic and care work at age 10, 75 minutes at 15,
and around 130 minutes by age 17.

SISTRal 10 aY 1 3G & 8] 3R C@eTTel Hel it oX yfcifert wrerar 15 fare, 15 9§ 1 3y
A 75 fAee, 3R 17 9§ 1 1Y o @ITe1eT 130 AeTE forctreh 81

Boys, meanwhile, move from roughly five minutes at age six to only about 17 minutes by the
end of childhood.

58 oI, oISehl & HIFS H Ig THT ©F aY ol 3G H Sa7s1aT i fAeTe § dgeh Sede o 3id dh
haol AT 17 fAee T B

The result is a dramatic widening of the gender gap.

SHHT IROTH AT AT FT ATCHT T F TGAT ¢ |

The girl-to-boy ratio in unpaid work rises from 1.6 among children aged 6-9, to 4.5 among
those aged 10-14, and to 7.5 among adolescents aged 15-17.

Jrdcforeh s 7 a3fRAt AR TSHT FT T 6-9 I o Tl A 1.6 W TGehT 10-14 ¥ & aea
7 4.5 3R 15-17 a9 & fRART F 7.5 g ST B

This matters because the cost of girls’ domestic work is often framed primarily as a trade-off
with schooling and education.

T Fgea Ut ¥ Faifeh Tsferat & o] F S e FY IFR TET T A Tpel AT AR T F
|1 FASN & & F Y& o1 1 &

But data shows that girls, in fact, are spending slightly more time on learning than boys at
most ages.

CIEGEIEEERIGEREECGE ﬁmrmmﬁﬁmmﬁgﬂmﬁmﬁeﬂa
IOF FAT [Sar @ g1

They, therefore, remain in school but still pay a substantial price in leisure time that could be
spent on sport, friendships, rest, exploration and simply having discretionary control over their
own time.

SATAT d Tl & ool TEel 8, Afhat T 3 3¢ THTI THI o & & Ueh TIT hIHA Yehlell Iscil
&, TorerehT 3U2er Wer, AT, 3TR1A, TieTdleT 3R shdel 39a FHT X TG TIdehY0T I=07 W &
T fohar ST Fehdar Tl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9



9971932488
L

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

They are part of how children build confidence, social networks, physical capability and even
a sense of agency, all of which influence their ability to build career trajectories later in life
(Chart 2).

A 3o7 israr3it & fowar § foieteh Arega & a2 3reAfaear, FHford aead, ariR® araar 3l
YA FACTT-&T AT Y s11aaT faanfad Fa &, 3R A Tl 31t Tera 3 wRIR Fir feer AuiRa
HT T &TAAT T TeIfad A & (TE 2)|

Among adolescents aged 15-17 years, 42.4% of girls report cooking, compared with only
2.9% of boys.

15-17 I T 317G o TheiRT & 42.4% SASTHAT WIS Tehlet T STl TcTell &, STd1eh sharel 2.9% TSH
LGIESCES

Girls in this age group spend close to an hour cooking, while boys spend just two minutes.

S 37T 91 hT TSTRTT WIGAT Tehlel & SIS U GeT fIelreht 8, STafeh o5k sharef al fAeTe foarel
gl

Cleaning and laundry also become increasingly gendered, with wide gaps in both participation
and time spent.

AHTE 3T FU2 R & FF o dSi T AR FT A 1 &, 19T iRy 3R fadare v @
ST 7 ST R few@rs ¢ar gl
The only tasks where adolescent boys match or exceed girls are farm work and shopping;

activities that are more outward-facing (the field and market), rather than inward-facing into
the kitchen.

ot @ 31 fonei orseh orsfanall & aree ar 3@ 31fUe smeflerd) v §, 3 Shae ¥ w1t 3k
e §; 3 vy afafafeat § S TS & iR Figa wraf & s 31 sl rfafafar &)
32Tl YT 3R TSR & 2 g8 &

Between childhood and adulthood, therefore, girls are being trained for the household while
boys are being trained for the world outside.

sgfaIv, g99 3R gavhdr T Jsfrat F1 er-aRar & o gfafea rar s &, sefe
5! T AL gforam & fow IR R 51 e 8

This helps explain why childhood conditioning can later appear as an “efficient” gendered
allocation of household work.

TE THSTIE 3 HETIAT YT & o qraet Y conditioning a18 3 el 1t & “Ferer i
fasroret & w9 3 77 feas & wahchT 51

In the 2025 PLFS, childcare and domestic responsibilities were the single most-cited reason
women gave for staying out of the labour force, reported by 52.5% of urban women and 40%
of rural women, compared with less than 1% of men.

2025 PLFS # reaii T c@eirel 3R eRe] fSreaierRar Afgensit gart s&ae & a1e3 &= & v
ST 91T HSH GHT HROT F; 52.5% Aed AfFanait 3 409 arreior Afensit o s& wRoT a7,
STeifeh GRST & Ig 3TUIT 1% & 8ff e 27|

Most policy interventions address women’s unpaid work in adulthood through childcare,

community kitchens, safe mobility infrastructure, flexible work and social protection, among
others.

3ifrehrer Afeara gwaais agee Afgesit & i H T Sl Y ST, TPer s TS,
GIBTC TATITH Y JaERAT, Treiiel 1 3R AIATIH FR&T 3Tfe & AETH | T 7 &

But the Time Use Survey suggests that policy must also start much earlier, by addressing the
unequal assignment of domestic work between boys and girls.

aﬁmwgﬁﬁmﬁméﬁ:mmaﬁﬁamwmmaﬂ?mam
STsfenail & orer eXe] 1l & HHATT HTaee T el eI e dAMBT|

The objective is not to remove domestic work from children’s lives, but to remove its gender
assignment.
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AT gl

e Schools can help by giving every child, boy or girl, equal opportunities to learn practical life
skills, from cooking and home management to stitching, carpentry and financial management.

ol Tcdeh ST, TG g oISehT B IT olSehl, 3l SATAGT Sitael HIRIT HGeA & HHTT T G
TETIAT T Fohdl §— oY WAT TahTel 3T BT & Jatied & T [AeTTs, Sesiay 3R fadT yeee

SE

e Otherwise, by the time young women enter the labour market, years of gendered conditioning
and unpaid work may already have narrowed their choices.

FgYT, STd e JaT ATGATT H3T TSR & T M, T Teh Fut T elfareh conditioning 3R

snake
roblems in Maharashtra’s forested area, the ¢
parents who have lost their children. and on the concern of those

venom. Vinaya Deshpa

ide Pandit reports on the

ief of the

acted by the closure of the school

Taken by
one of the
big four

Jacifoleh S 3eTeh fashodl s ggel & WA T Toh gidT|

35-4m detour, delaying the

Family members of Anu Koreti, who was 8 years old
when she died of snakebite in Gadchiroli district,
Maharashtra, ENMANUAL YOG

Mk say. B.R.Bhoyaris the mlesupervisor of

e o teachers arhvd in chool i some
time, though the cook and peon are not sure how
long it took. Hospital staff say that at about 2.20
am. Anu an Madavi (12) reached Dhan-
ora Rural Hospital, 9 km away, in a vegetable de-
livery van. They couldn't take the shorter route
down National Highway 930, because the poth-
oles had made it unmotorable, so they had to
take the longer 35 km road.

Avishyant Panda, the Collector of Gadchiroli,
says it is the responsibility of the school o res-
pond quickly and bring the children in when
there was an emergency.

‘The remaining students were taken in another
vehicle. Sushmita Mandal (14), Samruddhi Netam
w. and I)eepnka Lakda (2) aved t 240 3.1,

e medical superinter

denl of Dhanora Rural Hospital. Many il we
icked, s ove 2.fthem were taken aecty

o Gadchirols hospital

“Despite administering all the doses as per
protocol, Sushmita and Deepika were non-res-
ponsive. CPR was performed. We finally declared
them dead around 4.10 a.m.,” he says, adding
that, “The common kraitis at least 10 times more

s neuro-toxic, which means it attacks the ner-

vous sysien

as referred to Gadchiroli's main hospital

as the Rural Hospital el she would need o be

put on vent the Rural Hospital had a
uor A e o the way o the hespita.

A road that could not be taken
‘The people of Gadchiroli are raging. *The Minis-
ters should visit us every two days. At least that
will make our lives better. We have been com-
plaining aboutthis road (HSOO) for 3l time
jow. Every year, for three months, that road re-
o Sk G WIOTOR 45 gy gk
says. “Now that the Ministers want to visit us,
contractors have been called overnight to patch
the road up with gravel. Had this road been usa-
ble, the girls would have reached the hospital in
1520 minutes. It would have saved their lives.
Why is no action taken for that?”

Residents say the same highway is smooth in
the neighbouring State of Chhattisgarh, butis im-
possible to use in the stretch between Dhanora
and Japtalai. They also claim that the State go-
vernment shuts its bus service annually during
the monsoon season onthat stetch.

For Surekha Dayaram it means
um her mumn aslost three months of school

St two years. nvw “How will
theircducation take place?

-l he 235 chidren who were enroled i
in the residential school have gone back home.
“The parents worry about their future ifthe school
shuts down. “We slog on our farms. We don't
have any money to put them in other schools
which expect us to buy books, niforms. Where
will our children go if this school shuts down?
‘The government should provide facilities in the
same school and should lt i function. Address
the issues. Why ruin our children's future by
shutting down the school?” says Bharat Jicku Ha-

ight-yearold Anu Koreti's eyes twin- 1n Japtalai village, building theopenwindows. | lam,  parent.
Ked s she raved about the perfor- ” stands out against the backdrop of fresh green | It is the most conducive environment for
mances put together to celebrate fields, the colours of the Indian ﬂag From ks | soake. The wood I mok and cvo. k6 highly | A village mourns

“Tribal Day on August 9. She clapped 10 | A peon popution o ,000 1 1,200 pey likely that these girls did not realise they were bit- | Anu had joined her two elder siblings Karan and

aved 10 local children sty n this otk Most o the | ten by a snake, because this snakebite feelslike a | Arjun last year, 1o start school. Back home in

der brother about how much she had enjoyed b Etapall, a village at bite,” says their remote tribal hamlet of Kehakawahi, a

them. That was the last conversation she had be- leasifmhwnnayb) Dr. Varsha Shivaji Lahade. In fact, in many cases, | Maoist stronghold till not long ago, her smile

fore ging o bed at a trbalresidental shaol i morning at Set on grounds about the size of half a football | itis difficult to n.-l the fang marks 0o, she adds. | would brighten up the enire neighbourhood. It
hiroli district, in Maharashtra. | 9. field is a two-storied main building, with class- | The duous f d | wasatask

The programme honoured tribal culture, and
gave a callfor tribal empowerment.
‘or Anu and her two older siblings studying

rooms on both the floors. In a separate building
are a few halls. The biggest of them is one mea-

dry-d
river basins of Gadchiroli and neighbouring
Chandrapur district support a rich diversity of

lage, barely 25 kmawdy frnm the Japtalai school.
The kuccha road pasin through hejungle i ot

bittenbya ing 850 square feet. This is where over 100 | reptilian lfe. Over 21 species of
here, their only hope for a better future away | (oo gy | Schoolgirls studying from classes 10 10 live and | tiple families, such as the fallen, road.

from poverty was this rbal residential school. | 1, 55 leep. There are no beds, only mattresses. The | dae) are found in these Jnngks “The Big Four |  Her older brother, all of 3 years, s inconsola-
For them, and for the two generations of Gonds, | "¢ not only bed is the one for the cook, a contractual ble. Karan Koreti was her guardian. Arjun is a
a Scheduled mm ‘who studied in the private, | tell me that ‘was with the girls at night. , saw- year younger. On the night of the incident, they
aided primary and secondary Ashram School in | shehaddied | Now, there are mosquko ness, newly ited. it allve n the jungles of the area. were on the same campus, but in the halls ear-
Japtalaiin Dhanora, empowerment meant a win- | GAJURAM sh, around the leg of | marked for

dow to education. Komem oot have cosrred. W had raise tis 80 many | 4 fourth chill she woke up, and screamed in | . <We came 10 know ool in the morning, The

tervening of August 9and 10, as
At and 11 il in the school lay on the hostel
floor, a common krait found its way into the dor-
‘mitory. It bit six girls, all between 8 and 14 years,
klling three. Anu was one of them.
One of the girls was airlfted to a hospital in
Nagpur, Maharashtra's no. 2 capital. She is now
home and recovering. One continues o be se-

times in the past, but nobody paid attention,”
says school's cook Tanabai Sanku Durve. She was
sleeping with the grs on the night of the inci-

panic. The children, up and running, woke up
the cook. ° hit the snake with a sick, but it kept

- 'had allegedly gone on leave without the

ai.
“The peon, Prabhakar Mudke, who was the on-

afte an FIR has been registered against her for
egligence.

rious, on ventilator ata
chirol, but out of danger. Another is on her way
torecovery.

Residents question the lack of medical and
general infrastructure in one of the most under-
developed and remote parts of Maharashtra,
Gadchiroli. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis is
its guardian minister. Gadchiroli, earlier a part of
the Red Corridor, s the eastern-most district of
Maharashtra. It has a dense forest cover of over
75%, with rich wildlife. The tribal population is
scattered in several remote hamlets and settle-
ments. In the Last five years, 99 people have died
of snakebite in Gadchiroli.

Teachers and parents say there are several

red by those i

‘of an ambulance and accessible medical services,
and a deficient road network.

‘What happened that night
‘The school where the incident occurred was run
by veteran Congress leader and former MP Maro-
trao Kowase. He is among the five against whom
separate FIRs have been registered under several
ilable sections. The school’s licence will be
cancelled, the Maharashtra government has said.
‘They are also appointing a third party to audit all
the 513 private, aided residential tribal schools in
the State, Tribal Affairs Minister Ashok Uike told
the media.
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rents say the pile of bricks and wooden logs have

urm rushed in with another stick and hit the
ing it. “The girlsstarted complaining of

g b began vomiting. | called

Bhoyar Sir, and he called the headmaster,”
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girls came o tell me that a snake had bitten my
sister, | asked, which snake. They pointed to-
wards the comer where the dead snake was. The
moment I saw it, I got worried,” Karan says. He
rushed to the teacher, who assured him that Anu
was fine. She asked me to not call am\)ne, he
says, unable to hold back his.

Gajjuram Koret, the 3t-year-old e i
ek anger “Shou the school no v caled
152 A peon came o call me inthe morningat 3,

2ying my daughter had been bitten by a ske.
But he did not tell me that she had died_ It was on-
ly when I reached the Gadchiroli hospital that a
policeman told me outside the post e
room that my daughter was no more,
mquhumvdwlmmmnnm ook
the village. “I picked up my boys from the school,
shouted at the teachers, and came back,” he says.

Anu wanted to be an Anganwadi Sevika, a wo-
man who serves the community, especially with
health care. “She aspired to study well and don
the uniform of a healthcare worker,” says her
mother Rambai.

‘The Opposition has questioned the govern-
ment over it apathy towards tribal students. “Re-
portsindicate that in Maharashtra's 1,056 ashram

schools achaos st upfor chden of rtal con-
muniies), as many as 584 students have died in
the past two years,” says NCP (SP) leader Jayant
Ptl, who addstha “the education sstem as
become obsol

Shiv Sema (UBT) leader Ambadas Danve says,
How canthe projectoficer, whose Iapse led 1
incident, be the complainant in this case?
This person should be removed from service.
Strict action shoukd e taken agains the senior
‘government officials responsible for the lapse of
averseeing the quality of these schools
vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.con
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17A8. Taken by one of the big four
IR Icad e aral F ¥ v F1 RNFER

e Eight-year-old Anu Koreti’s eyes twinkled as she raved about the performances put together
to celebrate World Tribal Day on August 9.

377G T 3] FRAY T 31 THR 38T, ST T6 9 I HY faed nfeardt feaw #= & fow
TN STt & AR & ScHgYdS aar W o
e For them, and for the two generations of Gonds, a Scheduled Tribe, who studied in the

private, aided primary and secondary Ashram School in Japtalai in Dhanora, empowerment
meant a window to education.

3eTeh ToIT R ST STl (Scheduled Tribe) & TS 38 GG HT 37 aT el &
forT, Siegie U=iRT & STaders U foish, TerrdT yred rafie 3R Areafis smse Rggea 7
eI TR, TRAFARIOT 7 37 fReTr Y veh fAghr am)

e Over 21 species of snakes from multiple families, such as the Viperidae and Pythonidae,
are found in these jungles.

3T STaTell & Viperidae 3R Pythonidae o1& &8 aRaRT & Gafd 21 & 3rftre @rat $ yenfaat
TS STl 1

e The Big Four highly venomous snakes — the Indian spectacled cobra, saw-scaled viper,
Russell’s viper, common krait — all live in the jungles of the area.

IR e A WoTE AT — SRR TeATURY FIa, A1-Fhes aBW, Wed aB AR Fiaa
Fe — ol 57 819 F STl F UTT ST 8
e This snake’s venom is neuro-toxic, which means it attacks the nervous system.”

S8 |9 7 fay #qReTFa® (neuro-toxic) 8ldT &, Toreht 31 § fon g dfewT d ax gover Far
g

GS Paper 1: Geography 17 August 2026
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‘No proposal seeking green nod for Mahadayi diversion’

‘TGN A4l & T ASe & TAT qATaoiir A F1 F1§ wFara 781

17A8

PDP leaders seeking insurance for hail-hit orchards detained

3Negfee @ genfaa armet & fore diar i 7T FT 1@ PDP At # Ryraa # forar arar

17A8

Spanish fighter jet downs drone in Romania after airspace breach

TS &1 & 3ecltel & d1g FUTRr TSTF faaATe & Qeafarar A gt & AR P

17A8

Thousands evacuate after quake kills at least 53 people in Indonesia

FRARIATH §{HT ¥ FH-J-FH 53 A1 A Al F 18 goRE AT T FU1AT 91 a”or ot

Endless toil: Adults and children search for gold at a mining site in
Iga-Barriere in eastern Congo’s Ituri province on Friday.
Accusations of child labour, unsafe conditions, and corruption
havelong plagued the country’s mining industry.

e Gold occurs in nature mainly in quartz veins in hard
rocks (primary/lode deposits) and in river or stream
sediments (placer/alluvial deposits).
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e Itis mined both from underground/open-pit mines and from alluvial deposits.

Major Gold-Mining Regions of the World

\ Country H Important gold-mining regions/mines \
China |Shandong, Henan, Jiangxi and Inner Mongolia |
Russia ||Siberia and Russian Far East; major deposits include Sukhoi Log |
Australia  |\Western Australia, especially the Kalgoorlie region; also New South Wales |
Canada | Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and Nunavut |
gtgltt:sd Nevada is the dominant gold-producing region; Alaska is also important

Ghana |Ashanti region and southwestern Ghana |

Witwatersrand Basin, historically one of the world's most important gold
regions

\Uzbekistan HMuruntau, one of the world's largest gold mines/deposits \
]Indonesia HPapua region, including the Grasberg mining complex \
Peru ||Andes, particularly northern and southern mineral belts |

South Africa

Gold Mining in India

¢ India has gold resources in several
geological belts, but actual commercial
production is concentrated in relatively
few areas. ) ‘ orer
e Karnataka is India’s most important
gold-mining State. The major producing
centre is the Hutti Gold Mines in
Raichur district.

b
United
States

Mexi

Important Indian occurrences include:

\ State H Important Gold Areas \
[Karnataka |Hutti, Uti, Hira-Buddini, Kolar |
]Andhra PradeshHRamagiri and Jonnagiri region \
Jharkhand |Singhbhum belt |
|
|
|

Rajasthan |Bhukia gold-bearing belt, Banswara
Kerala |Some placer/alluvial gold occurrences
Chhattisgarh  ||Sonakhan region

Kolar vs Hutti — Important Exam Point

¢ Kolar Gold Fields (KGF), Karnataka was historically India's most famous gold-
mining centre. Commercial mining there was discontinued in 2001 because operations
had become economically difficult.
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e Hutti Gold Mines, Karnataka remains the country's principal established gold-
producing mining operation.

How is gold found?

e Primary/Lode Gold: Gold occurs within rocks, often associated with quartz veins.
The rock must be mined, crushed and processed to extract gold.

e Placer/Alluvial Gold: Weathering releases gold from rocks. Because gold is very
dense, particles can accumulate in river beds and sediments.

‘No proposal seeking green
nod for Mahadayl diversion’

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAGAVI

There is no proposal be-
fore the Union government
from Karnataka seeking
Environmental Clearance
(EC) for diversion of the

tares of forest land for the
Kalasa Nala Diversion
Scheme in the tiger corri-
dor between the Kali and
Sahyadri Tiger Reserves.
The Minister said that
no proposal or river basin
details for conducting a

17A8. ‘No proposal seeking green
nod for Mahadayi diversion’

‘HAIGH! Tl & STel AlSel & fAT

Aol Al FT IS YEATT ARG
e The reply further said that the

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has

not approved Karnataka’s proposal to use
10.6852 hectares of forest land for the

Ma}}adayi river for various Cumulative Impact Assess- Kalasa Nala Diversion Scheme in the
projects, the Centre re- ment (CIA) and Carrying . . .
cently told the Lok Sabha 1 capacityStudy (CCS)ofthe  tiger corridor between the Kali and
in reply to a question The Centreresponded to the Mahadayi basin have been Sahyadri Tiger Reserves.
posed by an MP from Goa.  question raised by a Goa MP submitted by the State go- .

While this is being inter- vernments concerned. o 3TUXH AW hal 9T IC3 Tr@‘q
preted as a setback for the  from South Goa, said that In his question, the MP
project by sections in Goa, ~ no proposal seekingan EC  had highlighted concerns  Fedolld a8 (NBWL) o @1l 3R geaifg
officials in the know in Kar-  for any river diversion pro-  voiced by civil society .
nataka, however, maintain ~ ject involving the Maha- groups, scientific institu- [4ELIES ﬁaﬁ T %2]?[ da1a ?ﬁ?}ﬁ‘ H
that ECis notrelevant fora  dayi river is presently un-  tions and experts regard- a;
drinking water project. der consideration in the ing the proposed diversion FoldT oTell STl ;:ﬂg lﬂ\_ﬂ?ﬂ ﬁ,rq‘ 1 2

Kirti Vardhan Singh, Un-  ministry. of the Mahadayi, claiming : 0.685
ion Minister of State for En- The reply further said that it could affect Goa’s gq_—a-qT a;l-ﬁ- 3-q—€ng-|- W‘ T _ﬁ- a,,—a_ﬁza;
vironment, Forest and Cli-  that the National Board for ~ drinking water security, ast o a; a;
mate Change, in response ~ Wildlife (NBWL) has not lead to potential saline in- geda m Hﬁf
toaquestionon ECby Cap-  approved Karnataka’s pro-  gress and freshwater aquif- Elfl' a a- %-I
tain Viriato Fernandes, MP  posal to use 10.6852 hec- ers in the river basin.
GS Paper Il: Polity 17 August 2026
17A8 | The federal dilemma of delimitation

afefterer 1 e gRer
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The federal dilemma of delimitation

hc Centre made an nnl assurance while introducing the Bill to increase Lok Sabha

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
‘he Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly has passed a
resolution urging the Centre to
permanently freeze the
number of Lok Sabha seats at the existing
number of 543 and maintain the present
State-wise distribution of those seats. It
also advocated the preservation of
current ratio of 2.2:1 between Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha seats. It sought the
implementation of one-third reservation
of seats for women in the Lok Sabha from
the 2029 election onwards, without
linking it to any future census or
delimitation.

Defining delimitation

Delimitation means the process of fixing
the number of seats and boundaries of
the territorial constituencies in each State
for the Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies. This ‘Delimitation process’ is
performed by ‘Delimitation Commission’
that is set up under an act of Parliament.
‘The last time when the number of seats
were determined was on the basis of 1971
census population.

check on the Lower House, w

e the Lol

Representation imbalance

The redistribution of seats based on current population could put smaller and less populous States at a disadvantage

*Democracy’ means ‘rule or Table 1: Value of vote of each citizen based on Table 2: If i
government by the people". It follows that estimated population as of 2026 2026 projected population
the government is elected by a majority ocbod Projected (Based on research paper of Milan Vaishnav and Jamie Hintson,
with the broad principle of ‘one Number [SSSUENORN population per for the Camegie endowment)
it ' Arti State of seats at L
citizen-one vote-one value'. Article 81(2) esent | 88012026 Lok Sabha seat
of the Constitution provides that the ratio i (in crore) (in lakh) — "::)';:': Existing
between the number of seats and Uttar Pradesh 80 25.7 321 0.56 present |ofiseats | Proportion [proportion
population of a State, shall as far as Bihar ) 135 338 053 - %
peaciicable be same for all the Staies: The Uttar Pradesh 80 143 14.7% 16.9%
number of seats in the Lok Sabha based Saatian = g =4 e Bihar -] L] 4% 93%
on 1971 census was fixed at 543, when the :,*;"Y:' 2 91 314 057 Rajasthan 25 50 46% 5.9%
population was 54.8 crores. This broadly x e :'; > . Madhya Pradesh 3 52 5% 6.1%
translated to an average ion of 10.1 amil Nadu 9 8 20 09
s . Tamil Nadu 39 49 72% 5.8%
lakhs per constituency. However, it has AndhaPradesh | ) = o o kel
been frozen as per 1971 census in order to + Telangana : ;;‘::’;:?"““ Yl a 54 7.1% 64%
courage population control measures Kerala 20 36 18 1 Keral 2 2 3.7% 24%
erala o
so ““"1 States with higher population Karnataka % 69 26 073
growth do not end up having higher kb % 45 i o Karnataka 28 41 5.2% 48%
number of seats. This was done through x = Punjab 13 18 2.4% 21%
the 42nd Amendment Act till the year Himachal 4 08 2 09
HimachalPradesh | 4 4 0.1% 0.5%
2000 and was extended by the 84th Fradesh -
amendment act tll 2026. This number Uttarakhand 5 12 2 075 Uttarakhand > z oo o8
will have to be readjusted based on the * Kerala calculated as 1 and States' values derived on this base L 38 L.,
first census after 2026 which would be the
next census in 2027. In 2023, through the
106th Constitutional Amendment, the that have been better at controlling the However, such an increase has its share | borne in mind.
Parliament had provided for one-third population losing out on their political of challenges. Firstly, the current strength
reservation of seats for women in the Lok | significance. of Rajya Sabha is 245 that results in a ratio | Harmonious reconcilliation
Sabha and Legislative Assemblies. This of 2.2:1 between the total strength of Lok The issue arises as the democratic and
would be through delimitation basedon | Current proposal by the Centre Sabha and Rajya Sabha. An increase in federal principles seem to be at

the census in 2027.

The issues involved

The population explosion that happened
in our country during the last five
decades has been uneven, with some
States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan witnessing a
greater increase than States like Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh. The ratio between the current
number of seats and the projected
population of States as of 2026 does not
satisfy the core democratic principle of
‘one person-one vote-one value’ (Table
1). On the other hand, the increase in the
number of seats among various States
based on the current population (to 848)
is provided in Table 2. Southern States,
smaller states in the North, as well as the
North Eastern States, are bound to be at a
disadvantage when compared to large
north Indian States in such a scenario.
This would be against the federal
principles of our country. It also goes
against the philosophy for freezing the
seats as per 1971 census with the States

The Union government had introduced
the Constitution 131st Amendment Bill in
April 2026 to increase the maximum
number of Lok Sabha seats from existing
550 to 850. The Home Minister made an
oral assurance in the Parliament that the
number of seats in each State/Union
Territory would be increased by 50% on a
pro-rata basis. However, this bill was
defeated in the Lok Sabha. There are
expectations that the government may
introduce the bill again, in the near future
with explicit provisions for 50% increase
in seats for all States/Union Territories on
a pro-rata basis.

The larger implications
The are two main arguments in support
of the proposal for 50% pro-rata increase.
First, it would not alter the current
roportion of representation of various
States/Union Territories in the Lok Sabha.
Second, it would enable seamless
reservation of one-third seats for women
with the additional 272 seats being
reserved for women out of the enlarged
house of around 816 seats.

Lok Sabha seats by 50% without altering
seats in Rajya Sabha would skew this ratio
t03.3:1.

In the event of disagreement between
the two houses on any bill, there is a
mechanism for Joint Sitting under the
Constitution to resolve the deadlock.
Though used rarely in the past (only 3
times since Independence), this increased
strength in the Lok Sabha runs the risk of
rise in such joint sittings to push through
Bills. In such a scenario, it would diminish
the role of the Rajya Sabha as an effective
check and balance on the Lok Sabha.
Secondly, considering that the Lok Sabha
sits for only around 60 days in a year,
there would hardly be any meaningful
time for each MP to raise their issues in
the house. The purpose of the house
would then be reduced to mere
numerical representation rather than
meaningful deliberation.

Finally, the increased cost to the
exchequer because of additional MPs
including allocation for the Members of
Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) funds needs to be

17A8. The federal dilemma of delimitation

afefierer Y 3 gRT

loggerheads in the delimitation exercise
as currently envisaged. However, they can
be harmoniously reconciled by giving
equal importance to both. The main work
of a Member of Parliament is to legislate
on the ‘Union List’ subjects such as
defence, external affairs, railways,
telecommunication, taxation etc. and
hold the Central government
an:counlable A majority of the schemes of

tral Government are implemented
only by the State governments. Hence,
the number of MPs in Lok Sabha may be
frozen at the present number of 543,
which would ensure no disruption to the
current representation of various States.
‘This would maintain and uphold the
federal principle. One-third reservation
for women can be provided out of the
existing 543 seats. The number of MLAs in
each State may be increased in line with
the current population to address the

(Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’.
He currently trains at ‘Officers IAS
Academy'’. Views expressed are personal.)

seats that each State’s share would increase by 50% on a pro-rata basis. However, the

ne Lo raise issues

THE GIST

-

The Union government
introduced the Constitution
1315t Amendment il in April
2026 to increase the maximum
number of Lok Sabha seats
from the existing 550 to 850.

v

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
recently passed a resolution
urging the Centre to
permanently freeze the
number of Lok Sabha seats at
543 and maintain the present
State-wise distribution of seats.

v

The ratio between the current
number of seats and the

jected population of States
as of 2026 does not satisfy the
principle of ‘one person, one
vote, one value’. However,
increasing the number of seats
based on current population
would put smaller and less.
populous States ata
disadvantage.

e The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution urging the Centre to
permanently freeze the number of Lok Sabha seats at the existing number of 543 and
maintain the present State-wise distribution of those seats.

AfRETg FrTer T3 & Toh IciTa AT 9 ey & SIhasiT Y HIET Y HEAT H T 543 T
T ¥ @ R 3@ 3R 3 Hieh & AT Togar fAaror 1 T8 3@ &1 3T T g |

o It also advocated the preservation of current ratio of 2.2:1 between Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha seats.

SO daeT 3R o Y Mel & T adAwT 2.2:1 & HITT T FATC TG T 37 Fehrera
Eaf
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Article 81(2) of the Constitution provides that the ratio between the number of seats and
population of a State, shall as far as practicable be same for all the States.

AT & HTeda 81(2) H TaerieT & foh Fohdll Ao et & dear 3R 35T SToraear & g
T 3T, ST81 ceh SATAGITeh &7 & T &T, Tl T2l & forw Faret gt TR

The number of seats in the Lok Sabha based on 1971 census was fixed at 543, when the
population was 54.8 crores.

1971 Y STTITOTAT o 3TUR TR AehgelT 7 Wel i Jear 543 fFuRa i a1 off, s Faaear
54.8 HU3 AT
This broadly translated to an average population of 10.1 lakhs per constituency.

SHHT Y A AR T T faTast &1 7 10.1 ar@ #1 Jitaa Saaear 27|

However, it has been frozen as per 1971 census in order to encourage population control
measures so that States with higher population growth do not end up having higher number of
seats.

gTellieh, X 1971 Y FTMOTAT & ITAR EU @M 31T, AMfeh STATEAT fAI=0T U T Aeaiee
foram ST Ha 3R 31T STereear gefr arel Tt Y 3 3feres @ red & g Sl |

This was done through the 42nd Amendment Act till the year 2000 and was extended by the
84th amendment act till 2026.

g STTEAT 428 WiAerTeT Fenerer rfefas & At & 9§ 2000 e 61 715 oY 311 849 Wit

e IfATATA garT 33 2026 d Fer g |

This number will have to be readjusted based on the first census after 2026 which would be
the next census in 2027.

SH TEIT Ff 2026 & 916 §1 Tl el STTITOTAT, ST 33Tl STeT9T0TAT 2027 H gI9fY, & 3TUR 9T
RGE FANTST AT leT|

In 2023, through the 106th Constitutional Amendment, the Parliament had provided for one-
third reservation of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies.

2023 & 1069 WIAYUTT TN & HEIH F TIG A ol TalT iR faemargemsit F afgenat & faw
wh-faers WieY & 3aTor s yraeT T am|

On the other hand, the increase in the number of seats among various States based on the
current population (to 848) is provided in Table 2.

I 3R, TAAIT FAEEAT & IR N fafdieet T2t 7 Hieh T T8 1 aga 848 et &
Taor anforepr 2 & fer s 1

The Union government had introduced the Constitution 131st Amendment Bill in April 2026 to
increase the maximum number of Lok Sabha seats from existing 550 to 850.

&g WHR o 39e 2026 F WA 1319 Gaverer faderes et fora o, foaeT 38 dmast
31TOFae Tel $H AT o TIHATT 550 & TETRT 850 FHIT AT

The Home Minister made an oral assurance in the Parliament that the number of seats in
each State/Union Territory would be increased by 50% on a pro-rata basis.

I A F TG 7 AEF 3mearwet G2 ok Tede Uea/dantie waer ¥ et dr wear
AT TR (pro-rata basis) 9 50% SGT$ ST |

Firstly, the current strength of Rajya Sabha is 245 that results in a ratio of 2.2:1 between the
total strength of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

TE T, TSTHHT Y TAATT T HEAT 245 &, TS18h HROT Ahe 3R AoTHq T &1 ol e
AT & &1 2.2: 1 T AT ST |

An increase in Lok Sabha seats by 50% without altering seats in Rajya Sabha would skew
this ratio to 3.3:1.

ToIHAT T HeT 7 IR fhT TS ehtenarem T diet 7 50% JEftr e U T 37U gt
3.3:1 g SIweT|
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In the event of disagreement between the two houses on any bill, there is a mechanism for
Joint Sitting under the Constitution to resolve the deadlock.

farelt e R gt WAt & e sregAfar 1 R 31 arfoRier &t gy et & fore wfaems &
3iereTd WgFA q5 (Joint Sitting) T Teh TG AT |

Though used rarely in the past (only 3 times since Independence), this increased strength in
the Lok Sabha runs the risk of rise in such joint sittings to push through Bills.

T 3T # SHHT 3TN ST DA G & (FIAAT & 91§ Hael 3 AR), SAhEAT HI HTd TEAT
# g g Tatgent &l aiRT ael & ToIT Ul WYFA a1 Y HEAT 96 T SIMTEH Sceat hcl
gl

Secondly, considering that the Lok Sabha sits for only around 60 days in a year, there would
hardly be any meaningful time for each MP to raise their issues in the house.

G, TE G §U b Areharstt a¥ & el wrersar 60 feretl < fAw doci &, 9dsh Are & forw Feet
# 3791 FHed 361 g TG & IS AIdeh HHY 3T gl

The purpose of the house would then be reduced to mere numerical representation rather
than meaningful deliberation.

9 Te F1 33T TdF RaR-RAAe & 997 Fhad TeacAs Iafaitica de AfAd g @
ST |

Finally, the increased cost to the exchequer because of additional MPs including allocation for
the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) funds needs to be
borne in mind.

3idq:, 3fARed Aige] & HRUT ASTHY I de aTdl anTd, S Jide TI=0T 87 [T
AT (MPLADS) & ToIT €11 &7 3TTdes 3T Qfder §, ol €41 3 IG=AT 37T ¢

Harmonious reconciliation

AHSEAY AT

The issue arises as the democratic and federal principles seem to be at loggerheads in the
delimitation exercise as currently envisaged.

HHATAT ATV 3ol glcil § FiTh G H IR oad TREHT TFHdT F dlchdiias 3R e
g ve-ga & H-ae s & €

However, they can be harmoniously reconciled by giving equal importance to both.

gTellfeh, Glell T HATT HEed ST SoTohT ATHSTEAYUT FHwaH foraT ST HeheT &

The main work of a Member of Parliament is to legislate on the ‘Union List’ subjects such as
defence, external affairs, railways, telecommunication, taxation etc. and hold the Central
government accountable.

e, &1 {ET Fr Fa FAY & [, Sidy e, Rder awa, od, graan 3 S 3nfe o
FIeTsT SATeAT AT g WIHR HY AT ST o |

A majority of the schemes of the Central Government are implemented only by the State
governments.

g PR $1 IFTARR T34 7 ShaTeadel shael IoT TSR GaRT haT ST B

Hence, the number of MPs in Lok Sabha may be frozen at the present number of 543, which
would ensure no disruption to the current representation of various States.

37T: APHHT F FiEET T TEAT T TdHTA 543 W TR @' 3T TohdT &, forad Aafdess gsar &
gaae yfafaflca & F1$ syaener 77 3mwem|

This would maintain and uphold the federal principle.

S Hefr Feeria i W@ 3R Fge g

One-third reservation for women can be provided out of the existing 543 seats.

Afgem3tt & foT vF-fAgE 3IRETOT addTT 543 el J A & YerT fFaT ST FhdT 8
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e The number of MLAs in each State may be increased in line with the current population to
address the democratic representational requirement.

drpaitas gfafafteg 1 smaeasar 1 U w2t & T yds T 7 faument r dear i
FTHT STAHEAT & HeTET TGIAT ST FeelT & |
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Fad arenfa 78

fos i corenance
Not just turbulence

India’s aviation should not have to
depend on chance for safety

he August 4, 2026, incident involving Air

India flight A1 2379, from Phuket to Delhi,

with 137 passengers and eight crew, now
has two tracks. The first concerns its reclassifica-
tion: the initial ‘event of turbulence’ is now a “se-
rious incident™ after inflight technical issues and
a significant deviation in aircraft altitude caused
injuries to more than 20 passengers and crew,
quickly drawing in the Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA). The subsequent probe by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau, along
with France’s investigation authority, BEA, and
technical representatives from Airbus, should
unravel the multiple anomalies that briefly over-
took the Airbus A320N - fault warnings across
the hydraulic systems, elevator flight-control
faults, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit
door indications and an engine anti-ice warning.
Airbus’s initial data is said to support the evi-
dence of technical errors. However, it is the se-
cond track that has received much attention: the
result of the pilot-in-command’s post-flight
screening for psychoactive substances.

The Tata Group-Singapore Airlines joint ven-
ture airline has been prodded into commencing
the immediate and mandatory screening of its
flight deck crew ‘for any substances or unpre-
scribed medications’. But the deeply discomfit-
ing discovery has exposed the weak link in crew
screening — the greater emphasis on pre- and
post-flight breathalyser checks for alcohol than
on testing for psychoactive substances, which
falls under the Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR)
Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V. In fact, the
CAR — which applies to Air Traffic Controllers al-
s0 — leans more towards random and post-flight/
post-shift testing, with graded disciplinary ac-
tion. With India’s air carriers expanding opera-
tions, crew citing stress-related issues, and,
separately, the availability of substances for med-
icinal or recreational use, the regulator must en-
sure stringent psychoactive substance testing and
operational compliance. The DGCA’s Medical Cir-
cular No. 02 of 2021, on ‘over-the-counter (OTC)
drugs and self-medication’, highlights pilot cogni-
tive/psychomotor skills impairment, drawing on
the Mangaluru (2010) and Kozhikode (2020) fatal
air accidents. Further, documented cases from
the West reveal that even small levels of impair-
ment can affect crew judgement, reaction time,
coordination, and decision-making, the critical
skills needed in the flight deck. Ensuring that fit
crew are behind the controls is an aviation indus-
try bedrock, and every Indian operator, large or
growing, must uphold the highest standards.
This was a lucky escape, but luck cannot be al-
lowed to become a safety strategy.

17A8. Not just turbulence
o renfa g

e The August 4, 2026, incident involving Air India flight Al
2379, from Phuket to Delhi, with 137 passengers and eight crew,
now has two tracks.

4 3TET 2026 T TA FFFAT A 33T Al 2379, ST Paved & et ST
T oY 3R TSIEeT 137 It YT 37 A1 g & HeFT FaAR &, F S

TeaAT i 39 &Y st F ST ey W

e The subsequent probe by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau, along with France’s investigation authority,
BEA, and technical representatives from Airbus, should unravel
the multiple anomalies that briefly overtook the Airbus A320N —
fault warnings across the hydraulic systems, elevator flight-control
faults, autopilot disconnection, emergency-exit door indications and
an engine anti-ice warning.

38 a1G Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau gaRT, i @l
ST ToTEl BEA 9T Airbus & darelieh! Sfafafarat & arer &1 o W
ST ¥ Airbus A320N ﬁmﬁrgéa?émmaﬁﬁwwm
aifer—egEifas vonfort # @t & damafaar, vfades womge-
Helel § W], ATIIAE HT BEFAFE e, IMTATAHTNT AR
EaR & Fahe 3R oTeT TE-3M3H ATl |

e But the deeply discomfiting discovery has exposed the
weak link in crew screening — the greater emphasis on pre- and
post-flight breathalyser checks for alcohol than on testing for

psychoactive substances, which falls under the Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V.

AfheT 3T IAd iAo @IS & TTdF S T AT T HHAN Hal
T ISR T AT B—aret- Wty werelt Y Sifer 1 Jorer & e &
foIT 351794 3R 33/-ueard dudmgeat et 93 i SR fear
ST &, STafeh HeT:ATshd Yerait T ST Civil Aviation Requirements
(CAR) Section 5-Air Safety Series F Part V & 3{ddTd 3Ta &1

e Further, documented cases from the West reveal that even
small levels of impairment can affect crew judgement, reaction
time, coordination, and decision-making, the critical skills
needed in the flight deck.

ga JfaRed, aftas & § T 3T grardsiige ARt & gar
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Indiais losing West Asia, but itis not too late
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U.S. to tell partners to pick sides in Al race with China

et & wy Al wfaeaut 7 3R e argier St F vaT gea Y Fean

India is losing West Asia, but it is not too late

ndia is losing West Asia, one country ata

time. Even as the region undergoes a

once-in-a-generation shift in its security
architecture and political battle lines, it is unclear
what India’s strategy is ...or whether New Delhi
has one atall.

It was not supposed to be this way. Just 10
years ago, India was rapidly remaking its
footprint in West Asia. In 2016, Saudi Arabia
awarded India’s Prime Minister its highest civilian
honour. In 2021, the I2U2 agreement was signed
binding India, Israel, the United States and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) together. In 2024,
Iran leased Chabahar to India. All these successes
though are now memories from the past.

Pakistan’s new diplomatic moment

In the last four months, the U.S -Israel war with
Iran has escalated into a catastrophic regional
conflict with Iran attacking the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, the Saudis hitting Iraqi
militias, Houthis attacking Saudi ships and Israel
carrying out strikes in multiple countries. Now,
the Gulf countries are rethinking the efficacy of
the U.S. security umbrella. They see a threat from
both Iran and Israel.

Among the Gulf countries there is a schism on
how to handle this threat — through engagement
(as the UAE is doing) or through deterrence (as
the Saudis are contemplating).

In this context, Pakistan’s role as mediator in
the U.S.-Iran conflict is gaining it reputational
benefits in the region. Irrespective of Pakistan’s
motives, analysts in the region see that Pakistan
waded into the conflict at a time when it seemed
that no one could bring U.S. President Donald
Trump and the Iranians to the table despite
efforts by Tiirkiye, Qatar and Egypt.

The latest collective defence pact in Mecca
between Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan
comes in this context. This pact may mean less in
shaping the U.S.-Iran war as none of these

Raja Karthikeya
Adjunct Fellow and
Lead for West Asia
Studies at the
Takshashila
Institution

West Asia is
changing rapidly
and India must
act before its
influence fades

countries is likely to directly take on Iran
alongside the U.S. The pact is thus aimed less at
Iran and more at deterring Israel. All three
countries see themselves as the next target of
Israel after Iran. They thus want to pool Saudi
capital, Pakistan’s military strength, and
Tiirkiye’s technological advances.

This is a challenge for India. A future war
between Israel and Pakistan will inevitably
draw in India given the close partnership
between Israel and India. Similarly, even
greater Turkish support for Pakistan in a future
conflict that Pakistan might have with India
cannot be ruled out

The choices before India

‘What then is India’s strategy? It appears to be
confident of Israel’s victory in its various battles
in the region given its proximity to the U.S. But
U.S. politics are changing rapidly, with both
‘Make America Great Again’ Republicans and
Democratic Socialists questioning the
once-unquestioned U.S. support for Israel. Can
Israel then emerge triumphant alone?

India has cultivated a special relationship
with the UAE given the importance of
remittances from Indian expat workers in the
country, the investments by the Indian elite in
the UAE and the UAE's strategic investments in
India. But the UAE’s mounting differences with
Saudi Arabia are a cause for concern, as are its
Ppositions against UN-recognised governments
in conflicts as afar as Sudan. Can the UAE
emerge unscathed in all these conflicts?

India can choose to sign military alliances
with Israel and the UAE. But this would hurt
what is left of India’s relationship with Iran and
Saudi Arabia. India can choose to do nothing as
it is doing now. And its merchant mariners may
keep getting killed in the Strait of Hormuz while
more Indian ships may sink in the
Bab-el-Mandeb.

17A8. Indiais losing West Asia, but it is not too late

mwmﬁmm%aﬁmmﬁa@aaﬁﬁ%

A great power in the making risks appearing
humbled and hobbled in its inmediate maritime
neighbourhood.

Or, India can pick a third way. It can devise an
active regional political strategy. Re-engage the
Saudis with whom it has no explicit differences.

It can start playing a role of rebuilding trust
between the Arab countries and Iran, starting
with the UAE-Iran relationship. It can engage in
Jordan’s security offering Jordan defensive
technologies at a time when U.S. munitions are
running low. It can engage in the future UN
peacekeeping role in Lebanon, which is now
under a cloud, with the forecast being an end to
the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). It can
even run a back-channel with Tiirkiye sharing its
red lines about its relationship with Pakistan. If
India cannot join the new Saudi-led maritime
force for the Red Sea, it can work with Egypt on a
parallel effort to safeguard India-bound shipping,
from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-Mandeb. It can look
into setting up a military presence in the Red Sea
region whether in Somaliland or Socotra.
Building on current military training exchanges, it
can start drills and military exercises with a range
of countries in the region.

Think of bridge-building

India can also appoint a new Special Envoy for
West Asia — not one focused on the
Israel-Palestine peace process necessarily, but
one who can draw all the threads together to
secure India’s interests in the region at a time of
unprecedented turbulence. All of this can be part
of one pro-active vision for India to support a
new security architecture for West Asia — one
that does not draw new battle lines but instead
contributes to trust-building.

India cannot afford to be a stranger to West
Asia. India has both the capacity and the
responsibility to help restore peace and
predictability in the region.

e |n 2016, Saudi Arabia awarded India’s Prime Minister its highest civilian honour.
2016 &, T3¢ 3T o AR & TUTHAHAT HT 39T HA T ARTRS TFATT I IoT ThdT|

e |n 2021, the 12U2 agreement was signed binding India, Israel, the United States and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) together.

2021 #, 12U2 SRS T GEAER U 1T, TSH= 0R, SRS, IFd T IANFT 3R wgFa
3T HHARTT (UAE) T T 1 ST

e |n 2024, Iran leased Chabahar to India.

2024 #®, ST o TR ! R Y U I |
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Pakistan’s new diplomatic moment

TR FT AT Fealfa® T

In the last four months, the U.S.-Israel war with Iran has escalated into a catastrophic regional
conflict with Iran attacking the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, the Saudis hitting
Iraqi militias, Houthis attacking Saudi ships and Israel carrying out strikes in multiple
countries.

e IR #A! &, S & WY FARFT-FIRIS JSY Toh (eI &g Fey & deel IATE,
T ST oF WY WgAer aiwe (GCC) & 2t W gaer fFU §, T34 3R o stehr At w0
R T €, gt el o T3ar STersil oX gel fohw & 3IR Sortrger A s &3t # gHe fhu &

Irrespective of Pakistan’s motives, analysts in the region see that Pakistan waded into the

conflict at a time when it seemed that no one could bring U.S. President Donald Trump and
the Iranians to the table despite efforts by Turkiye, Qatar and Egypt.

ITfeREdTe & 366231 H $aX, 817 & [aeeITeh I AT ¢ [ ITiehedTel U8 §AT H TG 7 3T
TS QT et 81 3gT o7 fob i, ek 3R e & wamt o Sraspe is of AR Isgafa
BeiTes eFq 3R SAfAAT HY arat HT AT 9T AGT o TohT AT|

The latest collective defence pact in Mecca between Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan
comes in this context.

w3AY 3, A AR fertrer & dver averent & giferan GrfRen TaT wRwtar S dast A g3 ¥

This pact may mean less in shaping the U.S.-Iran war as none of these countries is likely to
directly take on Iran alongside the U.S.

58 A 1 FANFT-$0T Jau A e freifRa w1 & A sifdrr &1 geonchr 8, =it 50
SRlf 77 I IS o HHad: AN & T ATt 1Y ST T AHAT 7T |

The pact is thus aimed less at Iran and more at deterring Israel.

SATAT Ig THSHAT $T Y Jolell H SIS Y Voot TR TR e B

All three countries see themselves as the next target of Israel after Iran.

AT ST TAT T 30T o G SIS & A 98T o &9 F W& g |

A future war between Israel and Pakistan will inevitably draw in India given the close
partnership between Israel and India.

SoRTS el 3R TIfehEdTeT & &l HasT & glel dTell ey, oIS 3T $RT & i aforss aEied
T ST T, 3ifAar 7 & 9T 1 &Y 5T Wi arwem|

Similarly, even greater Turkish support for Pakistan in a future conflict that Pakistan might
have with India cannot be ruled out.

S8l g, 7fasg & UTfehedlel AR HRC o el gt arel fondlt Ferd F i gar mifthearer #Y
3 31w gEAS U Sire iy ToraT I 3f STRR SAET AT ST TR

The choices before India

AR & HHA Aveq

It appears to be confident of Israel’s victory in its various battles in
the region given its proximity to the U.S.

QT it &Y & o 3Rkt & Wy 3rael) forrear 1 d@d gu AR
&1 H soRIsd & [affiee sl & 3T fasra Y A& 3meard gl

But U.S. politics are changing rapidly, with both ‘Make America
Great Again’ Republicans and Democratic Socialists
guestioning the once-unquestioned U.S. support for Israel.

AfreT IANE T a & a5 W &, 5T ‘Make America R. ..
Great Again’ Rafeee 31T sAlh s aifoe, A i soRsaT & .. %
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India has cultivated a special relationship with the UAE given the importance of remittances
from Indian expat workers in the country, the investments by the Indian elite in the UAE and
the UAE'’s strategic investments in India.

R o UAE & Y faely daer fassfa fre &, foraent T ger & iy warelr sifdent ganr
ST STTeY aTell ¥=ARITRY (remittances) T FAged, UAE H AR 3THSTT aier & fAar iR oiRa &
UAE & ursifas fader gl

India can choose to sign military alliances with Israel and the UAE.

TR SIS 3T UAE & 1Y I+ T6a8 det T [dehed Iof Hahell 51

But this would hurt what is left of India’s relationship with Iran and Saudi Arabia.
aﬁmsa@érmaﬁTMMa?mm%ﬁgcmﬁquﬁml

A great power in the making risks appearing humbled and hobbled in its immediate maritime
neighbourhood.

Teh 39TCll §§ FgTIfae 1 3= focheadl FAdY T8I & FASIN AR ey TS &t T SEH
gl

Re-engage the Saudis with whom it has no explicit differences.
R TS I F T Il 3 Fohell &, ST 1Y 38 HI$ TASC HAAHNG o781 & |

It can start playing a role of rebuilding trust between the Arab countries and Iran, starting with
the UAE-Iran relationship.

e 3a ot 3R 0T & ey Rrearar qaAfetaior 7 sffftenr 81 & % el &, ToraehT Q&3
UAE-TeT T4t & T ST ThalT g

It can engage in Jordan’s security offering Jordan defensive technologies at a time when U.S.
munitions are running low.

ag SISt Y Y&TT 3 Hgd 19T X Fehll & 3R T TG  SiiSe i WiTeansh T fAfEHar vert #1
HHlT §, ST AT INAT-aTG HT HSR FH 81 1 81

It can engage in the future UN peacekeeping role in Lebanon, which is now under a cloud,
with the forecast being an end to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

qE olelaflel & HTAS hl HYFT IS AT TATTAT ${fAHT 3 2MfA g1 Fehell &, S et &
AT & R A Y, FTeh ATt H FYFT IS HARF I (UNIFIL) & THTC gled T 3T
ST ST IET &

It can even run a back-channel with Turkiye sharing its red lines about its relationship with
Pakistan.

g Jfhd o A1y Ueh U F fIS Y Freaffas arat off wem Gendr ¢ 3R aifehedre & &y 3r9e)
HaET T ST 79T Tl JWTT TTST F ThelT 2

If India cannot join the new Saudi-led maritime force for the Red Sea, it can work with Egypt
on a parallel effort to safeguard India-bound shipping, from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-
Mandeb.

e IR ATl PR & AT T3 Aqea aTed AT T a1 3 ATTA 76T 81 Feel, il T6 T T6<
¥ I19-IHA-HT IF AR 3T qTeX STl T GI&T o foT fAF o QY FATATR TARH T Fhell g |

It can look into setting up a military presence in the Red Sea region whether in Somaliland or
Socotra.

Jg T GPR & & d=7 3ufeafa T & Hr GHEasi ) fGaR & g@arg, 9¢ a8
AATelels a1 e A 8l

Think of bridge-building
e Fvfor & iy o et

India can also appoint a new Special Envoy for West Asia — not one focused on the Israel-
Palestine peace process necessarily, but one who can draw all the threads together to secure
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India’s interests in the region at a time of unprecedented turbulence.

R Ueh AT af¥eer vfirm & fAw fyehw gar o1 fgforer ot a3 Fohalm §—or&dr 1€ foh @ shaer
ForTg-Refaredier anfer aftvar o a8, afcs dar safea g it reqayd sua-gua & @7y
87 3 TR ¥ flt Y TR et & v a Fpeel Y e e s

e All of this can be part of one pro-active vision for India to support a new security architecture
EJL:iI\(,jVir?Zt Asia — one that does not draw new battle lines but instead contributes to trust-
I8 | Ui Ui o fHT Ueh 7S AT Saat s A lel Faell IRt Y veh A gt &
TR B FehaTT §— U FR&T e, S 7 Werd Y@ Wieret & SoTry fareary-faaAor & Fareret
al

¢ India cannot afford to be a stranger to West Asia.

IR IRT TfAAT T 31eTSATeT AT I AIT-L AT Iga) T SN WH T8 36T FehdT|

¢ India has both the capacity and the responsibility to help restore peace and predictability in
the region.

IR o 9T 877 # «ifer AR TaATTAIAT TgTer et 1 g7 AR FrFdey, gt ¢

GCC

Members — 6 Countries

Country Capital

Saudi Arabia Riyadh

United Arab Abu Dhabi
Emirates (UAE)

Kuwait Kuwait City

Qatar Doha

Bahrain Manama

Oman Muscat

Basic Facts

Established: 25 May 1981

Headquarters: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Official language: Arabic

It was created to promote coordination, integration and cooperation among its members.
Cooperation covers areas such as economy, trade, finance, security, defence, transport
and social affairs.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 2



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Why is the GCC important?

e The GCC region possesses enormous oil and natural-gas resources and occupies a
strategically crucial position connecting West Asia, the Arabian Sea and major global
energy routes.

e For India, GCC countries are especially important because of energy imports, trade and

investment,

connectivity, strategic relations and the large Indian diaspora living and

working in the Gulf.

US. to tell partners
to pick sides in Al

race with China
Gsi:iR 4

Reuters
WASHINGTON

The U.S. is preparing to tell dozens of countries
they must pick sides in the artificial intelligence
(Al) race with China, warning they will be exclud-
ed from a U.S.-led Al coalition if they also sign up
for Beijing’s competing framework, according to a
U.S. official and an internal draft reviewed by Reu-
ters.

Washington last year launched the Pax Silica in-
itiative aimed at securing supply chains for Al mo-
dels, semiconductors and critical minerals, amid
a fierce technology rivalry with Beijing. About two
dozen countries have joined, including Kazakh-
stan, a key potential source of critical minerals
that has also joined China’s coalition, as well as
close U.S. allies such as Japan, Australia and South
Korea.

The draft letter is addressed to the 35 signato-
ries of a U.S. “Al Opportunity Statement” signed in
June, which includes members of the non-binding
Pax Silica framework and other countries that
have expressed a desire to align cooperation on Al
with Washington.

By pressing countries to choose sides, the U.S.
hopes to starve China of resources in a race to
make the most sophisticated Al, which could be
used for military or economic dominance.

In July, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched a
rival “World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation Or-
ganization™, promoting his country’s open-weight
technology as a challenge to U.S. influence over
the fast-moving sector. Kazakhstan is the only
country so far known to have joined both initia-
tives, setting off alarm bells in Washington.

17A8. U.S. to tell partners to pick sides in Al race with China
et & w1y Al faeaut & AR 39 AgieR St § 98T o Y

Hgam

e Washington last year launched the Pax Silica initiative aimed at
securing supply chains for Al models, semiconductors and critical minerals,
amid a fierce technology rivalry with Beijing.

NS & 1T g ahedtehy gfaETe’ & 17, giiRieesT o S a¥ Pax Silica 98

IE 1 o, ToTaenT 3eced Al Aisd, Atwsae AR Agcayet @iarsil v 3rqfct
SERATHT T GITET LT AT
e About two dozen countries have joined, including Kazakhstan, a key

potential source of critical minerals that has also joined China’s coalition, as
well as close U.S. allies such as Japan, Australia and South Korea.

AT &Y GoteT &R SHA MA 81 b 8, FoeT1o shotraearet o enfer 8, s
Hecaqet @fasil T T JH@ He1ad Wil & 3R et o ToaereT # off enfdver g
T §; S T SImare, Jireeforar i af@or Fifar o 3eiRe & wie
ggaeft o sud enfAe &1

e The draft letter is addressed to the 35 signatories of a U.S. “Al
Opportunity Statement” signed in June, which includes members of the non-

binding Pax Silica framework and other countries that have expressed a desire

to align cooperation on Al with Washington.

Ig AHIGT I 51 A FEATRTR 3R & “Al Opportunity Statement” & 35

EEATERSdT3T ot HIfAA &, ToaeT d-areashrlY Pax Silica @MY & TEET AT T 3T 2T AT
& TSIegIeY Al 9 TEIIET T ATTRAITCT oh AT TIAT el hl STHT oTaFd Hl g

e |n July, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched a rival “World Artificial Intelligence

Cooperation Organization”, promoting his country’s open-weight technology as a challenge

to U.S. influence over the fast-moving sector.

oS #, =t o Trogafa off forafdiar & wfereedt “World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation
Organization” & YE3TcT T 3 T 237 FT YF-A€ Tehelleh I Ioil F fah A &7 W@ 3 &
A IARET F87a & fAT Foflcly & & # Ferar fem|

e Kazakhstan is the only country so far known to have joined both initiatives, setting off alarm
bells in Washington.

FATEETA 3 e &l Ugall 3 MR gl ATl THAT AT 32T &, TSaw aifdverest & Riar iy
afeat a1 38 ¥
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Understanding Anthropic’s move to watermark Claude Al content

Claude Al HTHIN U GIEIHATE M & Anthropic F FHeH HY FHAST

Scientists find why an enervating
disorder affects only Eurasians

The Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences in Hyderabad, diagnoses one case of Friedreich’s ataxia every month on average — and almost all of these individuals come fron

D.P. Kasbekar

riedreich’s ataxia, or FRDA, is a
genetic disorder that
progressively damages the
nerves and the heart.

The affected individuals typically begin
to show symptoms between the ages of 5
and 15. They become unsteady and their
coordination is impaired. Their speech
slows down and slurs. Swallowing
becomes difficult. Hearing and vision
deteriorates. They feel fatigued, lose
sensation, first in the arms and legs, then
in the trunk and other parts of the body,
and the spine curves to one side.
Eventually, most patients die relatively
young, of heart disease. There is no cure.

According to Ashwin Dalal, a medical
geneticist at the Nizam’s Institute of
Medical Sciences in Hyderabad, the
institute diagnoses one case of FRDA
every month on average — and almost all
of these individuals come from
consanguineous marriages. That is,
marriages between relatives, such as
uncles and nieces, or between cousins.
Many Indian communities practise
consanguinity — and it greatly increases
the risk of genetic diseases that are
otherwise rare. Friedreich’s ataxia is one
such disease.

Curiously, so far, FRDA has not been
reported in people from sub-Saharan
Africa, North America, and China, Japan,
and Southeast Asia. For a long time,
scientists have only found it in individuals
of European, North African, West Asian,
and South Asian descent.

A new study from researchers at the
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences
Center in the U.S. has finally cracked the
puzzle. Their findings were reported in
June 9 in the journal Human Molecular
Genetics.

Inefficient powerhouses
FRDA is caused when a gene called FXN
becomes mutated.

The FXN gene codes for a protein
called frataxin. Frataxin is essential for
mitochondria, which are our cells’
powerhouses. The chemical ATP, which is
the cell’s energy currency, is made mostly
in the mitochondria. Nerve, spinal cord,
brain, and heart muscle cells use a lot of
energy. When their frataxin levels become
abnormally low, the mitochondria
produce ATP less effectively and also
accumulate toxic by-products. This
renders the cell dysfunctional, leading to
the symptoms of FRDA.

The most common disease-causing
mutations occur in a part of the FXN gene
called the intron. A mutation takes the
form of modifying the number of times a
particular sequence of bases is repeated
in the intron. Normal variants of the FXN
gene contain 5-11 or 12-33 repeats. They’re
called the short normal and long normal

consanguineous marriages, according to medical geneticist Ashwin Dalal

For a long time, scientists found FRDA in individuals of European, North African, West Asian, and South Asian descent. GETTY IMAGES (REPPRESENTATIVE IMAGE)

variants. The short-normal variant is
common in Europe and South Asia
(85-90% of the population), sub-Saharan
Africa (90%), and East Asia (over 99%).
The long-normal variants are absent in
East Asia and make up most of the rest in
sub-Saharan Africa and in Europe and
South Asia.

However, the DNA sequences of people
with Friedreich’s ataxia revealed their
FXN alleles variants had 100-1,500
repeats. The researchers called them
expanded variants.

The short-normal and long-normal
variants have an open structure in the
chromosome that allows cells to make
frataxin as needed. However, the
expanded variants forced the
chromosome to assume a closed shape
that reduced frataxin expression.

Individuals who develop Friedreich’s
ataxia carry two copies of the expanded
variant, one from each parent. A person
with only one copy is called a carrier.
Even though they themselves won’t have
the disease, carriers can pass their
defective introns to their children.

Fortunately, genetic tests can find out if
a person is a carrier and whether they
passed their extended variant to their
children.

From mutation to disease

The researchers also found that 95% of
the expanded variants of the intron
originally came from just two long-normal
variants. Specifically, they reported that at
two times in history, a long-normal
variant mutated to an extended variant,
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These findings will help scientists
understand what makes the two
protomutations different from
other long-normal variants: this
answer in turn will help find
ways to prevent or at least slow
down the genetic changes

both times in Eurasia. We don’t know why
these events happened nor why only
long-normal variants mutated this way.
We also don’t know why this never
happened in sub-Saharan Africa. On the
other hand, the absence of long-normal
variants in East Asian populations could
explain why these problematic mutations
didn’t arise there.

These originator mutations, which the
researchers called protomutations, didn’t
straightaway lead to Friedreich’s ataxia.
Instead, they slowly but steadily changed
into pre-mutations — where the number
of repeats was abnormally high but not
enough to significantly impair frataxin
expression.

The non-disease-causing but still
abnormal pre-mutations turned into an
extended variant in a sudden burst of
repeat expansion in a single or few
parent-to-child transmissions.

Recall that people with Friedreich’s
ataxia die earlier. So over time, the
extended variants disappear from Lhe

lation. People with prc
and pre-mutations on the other hand did
not present that risk. As a result, they

acted as ‘reservoirs’ in the population that
steadily replenished the depleting
extended variants over time.

Taken together, the patchy distribution
of protomutations can explain why
Friedreich’s ataxia occurs only in some
populations.

The protomutations arose only a few
times and only in populations with a
sufficient number of the long-normal
variants.

Ancient DNA

Finally, by analysing DNA from the
skeletal remains of individuals who lived
in ancient times, the researchers also
found both the two protomutations were
present in Europe and Western Asia at
least 9,000 years ago. However, they
were not seen in the Neanderthals and
Denisovans.

In a statement, research team leader
Sanjay Bidichandani credited “the
longstanding tradition in the human
genetics community of freely sharing DNA
sequence data” to be “crucial to
accurately track the presence of
susceptibility to Friedreich’s ataxia from
prehistoric humans to a wide variety of
extant populations”.

These findings will help scientists
understand what makes the two
protomutations different from other
long-normal variants that don’t turn into
pre-mutations. This answer in turn will
help find ways to prevent or at least slow
down the genetic changes.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)
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17A8. Scientists find why an enervating disorder affects only Eurasians

et & g oeraT fF v e & are e Fae RIS At F & 41 vefaa
FIAT &

o Friedreich’s ataxia, or FRDA, is a genetic disorder that progressively damages the nerves
and the heart.

WISUSEH TFFAAT, AT FRDA, Ueh 3TeTd1eh faeh & ST if3ehiait iR ged ot shaer: aieik &0 &
&Tfared AT Bl
e The affected individuals typically begin to show symptoms between the ages of 5 and 15.
T At F A 5 & 15 9 & 3 & AT ora1or Rwrs &Y woret &
e They become unsteady and their coordination is impaired.
3eThT HJolel T9ITSe ST & 3R 3eTeh AR Toead & et 317 ST &

e Their speech slows down and slurs.

3othr arofty el 31R 3rease g ST Bl

e Swallowing becomes difficult.
forTeret 7 FHiSATS gleY ooTc

e Hearing and vision deteriorates.
AT 3N g &TAaT & Rrae 3 oferch g

o They feel fatigued, lose sensation, first in the arms and legs, then in the trunk and other parts
of the body, and the spine curves to one side.

q YT FEHH FX &, HdaeTT Tt T §—Tger g1t 3R WA A, Y a3 3R WK & 34 et
HA—3IR 37hT g veh 3R {3 ST &
e Eventually, most patients die relatively young, of heart disease.
37cTel:, JTTerehTer ATIGT hY ITETTehe hel I F F&T W oh HROT FHcg &1 ST ¢
e Thereis no cure.
SHHT HIS IUAR 3T 6l g
e According to Ashwin Dalal, a medical geneticist at the Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences

in Hyderabad, the institute diagnoses one case of FRDA every month on average — and
almost all of these individuals come from consanguineous marriages.

texaTe Feud e e $¥iee 3w Aftwa agae & Rfhear snaafRihifae 3iias gore &
3TTER, HEAT 7 Gt Tdsh HEIA FRDA & Teh HIHA T folelel fohar Sl §—3iR s &
TaTe7aT Tl AT W daifges "@ael (consanguineous marriages) & 3Td &1

e That is, marriages between relatives, such as uncles and nieces, or between cousins.
YU, T f3arg S RedeRT & = g §, S Fra/AaT iR srelishy/smsht & &, ar
TRR/FRAY GO 1S5l o S|

e Many Indian communities practise consanguinity — and it greatly increases the risk of genetic
diseases that are otherwise rare.

W%Waaaﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁrqm%—aﬂ?mma@éﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁﬂma@w
ST & ST 30T gelsT Bt 8 |

e Friedreich’s ataxia is one such disease.
PEtEEw v fFaar T & v AT B

e Curiously, so far, FRDA has not been reported in people from sub-Saharan Africa, North
America, and China, Japan, and Southeast Asia.

Uereh &9 W, 379 Teh IT-HERT 31T, 3ot AR, e, Sraver 3R gfavor-q& vfdrm o ottt &
FRDA &I @ w161 f#el ¢
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Inefficient powerhouses
HERIW FH-TE

e FRDA is caused when a gene called FXN becomes mutated.
FRDA dd gidT & Sie FXN aiTHe el 7 3caRadeT & SIrar g1
e The FXN gene codes for a protein called frataxin.
FXN et Tk O 18T & T & fT sheoiest st § Tordr $erfdaet (frataxin) a1 ST g
e Frataxin is essential for mitochondria, which are our cells’ powerhouses.
Werfaae Achiieaar & fav 3rasye §, foeg gANT IR 1 FA1-96 Fal AT |
e The chemical ATP, which is the cell’s energy currency, is made mostly in the mitochondria.
g e qere ATP, St ShITRIehT I Sl HaT &, HEId: ASCIhl el & Selcll ¢
e Nerve, spinal cord, brain, and heart muscle cells use a lot of energy.
AT, AFTef, ARRTSH 3R gE T HY ATIRIIT B FABE g7 AR il b1 ITAT HA ¢

e When their frataxin levels become abnormally low, the mitochondria produce ATP less
effectively and also accumulate toxic by-products.

S 3137 heTfFaa ST T JATHT 9 & F g1 ST g, Al ATSCIhi 3T el JHTET &1 T ATP
T 3cUTGe Xd g AR fader 39-3care 3 AT it eI & 1
e This renders the cell dysfunctional, leading to the symptoms of FRDA.

SO FHIfAST H HRIYOTN ST &) Sl &, 5 g TIRuTHIEaE T FRDA & 8107 3ce<T g1d &1

e The most common disease-causing mutations occur in a part of the FXN gene called the

intron.
AT 3ol A T FIY TTHET 3R FXN ST & Teh 8197 7 g1 &, TS 8¢ (intron)
gl ST gl

e A mutation takes the form of modifying the number of times a particular sequence of bases is
repeated in the intron.

Teh 3caRace Sgiel & &Rl & fohell TR Jefehat o ele<ra T 6t 7 IRade & &9 & giar g1
e Normal variants of the FXN gene contain 5-11 or 12-33 repeats.
FXN Sfiet & T dRUe 7 5-11 91 12-33 S e & 1
e They're called the short normal and long normal variants.
3¢ AMe-AA 3R Al dRTe Fegr Sar g
e The short-normal variant is common in Europe and South Asia (85-90% of the population),
sub-Saharan Africa (90%), and East Asia (over 99%).
eifE-aAteer dfve U 3R gfaror TR (SeraEar & 85-90%), 39-HERT 315haT (90%) 3R gdf
TRIAT (99% W 3f8) H AHT &
o However, they were not seen in the Neanderthals and Denisovans.

groiifen, I frdsterer 3iv 3foratast & w71 v 7w
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Understanding Anthropic’s move to
watermark Claude Al content

While many regulators want Al content to be more clearly labelled, Claude users worry about their written work being flagged as AL although

watermarks provide a reliable way to verify the origin of images and videos, accurately detecting Al-generated text is uncharted territory.

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
s part of its measures to comply
with the European Union’s Al
Act, the Google and
Amazon-backed Anthropic
announced that Claude content in the
future will carry a machine-readable
marking to better enable Al content
labelling.

Adding a watermark to Al images and
videos is not a new concept. However, the
update that made waves was Anthropic
announcing that it would add a
watermark to Claude text as well,
potentially forcing millions to reconsider
their use of Al tools. This update will be
globally implemented.

What is the new watermarking
system by Anthropic?

The new policy was introduced after
Anthropic signed the EU Al Act’s Article
50(2) Code of Practice on Transparency of
Al-Generated Content.

In order to better identify content that
Claude has generated and/or processed,
Anthropic is set to add watermarks
embedded in text content, as well as
signed provenance metadata attached to
supported files in formats such as .svg,
-png, or .jpg.

Regarding the text-based watermark
applied at the model level, users will not
be able to see it and Anthropic has
confirmed that it will not affect Claude’s
response.

However, one statement in particular

caught the attention of Al users: “Because
the watermark is part of the text, it will
travel with the text when it’s copied and
pasted elsewhere, and may persist
through some editing.”

In essence, this update forces millions
of Claude customers to entirely
reconsider their use of Al tools.
Professional emails, personal messages,
school assignments, workplace
deliverables, and other types of written
content that could once be passed off
easily as human-made, may soon come
with an Al watermark — even if Claude’s
involvement was close to negligible.

How exactly the watermarking
technology works in the case of Claude
text is not yet clear, as the rollout
announcement did not reveal the full
technical details.

Furthermore, Anthropic is still working
on letting external parties detect the
Claude Al markings. More information is
expected in the future.

Output from the Claude Platform (API),
Claude, Claude Code, Claude Cowork,
and Claude Tag are set to get the
embedded watermarks. The same applies
when Claude models are accessed
through AWS, Google Cloud, and
Microsoft Foundry.

Why are Claude users and non-users
concerned?

While some praised Anthropic’s marking
policy in the hopes of seeing more clearly
labelled Al-generated content, critics
argued that Claude adding a watermark
even to lightly edited text could put

reputations at serious risk.

For example, if a human-made file is
proofread, translated, summarised, or
even converted by someone else using
Claude, the final output could still carry a
mark, according to Anthropic’s update.
Naturally, this has put both Al users as
well as non-users on edge.

Anthropic also warned about the
possibility of false positive and false
negative results: detecting a Claude mark
does not confirm that the work was
created by Al, while the lack of a mark
does not mean the work was 100%
human-made.

Some factors that can throw off results
include short text lengths, content
changes after Claude processing,
metadata being stripped by converting
the file format, and the use of a Claude
offering that does not yet support Al
marking.

In the days following Anthropic’s
announcement, multiple dubious
websites claiming to offer Claude Al
watermark “removal” or “clean up”
services have come online.

These concerns are not new. The
earlier rise of a market for AI text
detectors — and subsequently, Al text
humanisers designed to deceive these
same detectors — has resulted in multiple
authors and bloggers being accused of
passing off Al content as original
creations.

Despite Al text detection tools being
experimental, fallible, and prone to
errors, they have been involved in cases
that led to cancelled book deals and social

media trolling.

Claude users now fear that their own
Al tool could end up damaging their
credentials.

Are watermarks effective at stopping
fake Al content?

Watermarks certainly help simplify the
jobs of regulators, fact-checkers, and
journalists by giving them a reliable way
to verify the origin of an image or a video
and even trace it back to a specific
provider. But accurately detecting
Al-generated text is uncharted territory.

What’s more, Al-generated content
often travels far and can be circulated
thousands of times on social media
unchecked, as content moderation rules
have been loosened across Mark
Zuckerberg’s Meta family of apps and
Elon Musk’s X.

The average internet user distractedly
scrolling through media on their phone
often misses even visible Al watermarks,
let alone invisible markings.

Tech providers and regulators will
need to work hand-in-hand to make sure
that the Al watermarks lead to a tangible
reduction in misinformation, deepfakes,
or Al content being passed off as
human-made.

For now, however, Claude users are
rethinking their workflows and debating
at what point human content turns into Al
content. Anthropic’s watermarking
initiative for Al text is an intriguing
concept, but it is too soon to tell if this
approach to labelling will lead to more
clarity or create more confusion.

17A8. Understanding Anthropic’s move to watermark Claude Al content

Claude Al HTHIY YT aTeTATS 9N & Anthropic & HGH I GHASTET

e As part of its measures to comply with the European Union’s Al Act, the Google and
Amazon-backed Anthropic announced that Claude content in the future will carry a
machine-readable marking to better enable Al content labelling.

U FE F Al Act & 3Fe]dTelel & T 33T ST ¢ 39T o g d, Google 3R Amazon FAfd T
Anthropic =7 8Yyor fr for 91fasT 3 Claude &7 Tt 7 FAMT-ga1=r RgahsT (machine-
readable marking) 83T, dTfeh Al-STTeid AT T dgaR TgdTeT IR oidToidr I ST Toh |

e Adding a watermark to Al images and videos is not a new concept.
Al garT fafia fat 3 AT W aferd T T FIS 7S IFTUROT AL

e However, the update that made waves was Anthropic announcing that it would add a
watermark to Claude text as well, potentially forcing millions to reconsider their use of Al

tools.

gTelifoh, foIH 3193e & caTIeh €1 3R N fohaT, a8 Anthropic &Y g evorr off i g Claude &
TFEE 7 Y FTeTAT e, FTaw FHITAT €9 & @l ARl &l Al 3TN & 3ol ITANT N
YATEIR AT U5 Fehell 1

e This update will be globally implemented.

Ig 39sc FRaeF T 9T g foma sirwar|
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What is the new watermarking system by Anthropic?

Anthropic Y A€ aTeIATIHIT JorTel FAT 872

The new policy was introduced after Anthropic signed the EU Al Act’s Article 50(2) Code of
Practice on Transparency of Al-Generated Content.

=% #fifel Anthropic ZRT EU Al Act & 3e[=8g 50(2) & Al-Stfarer amaalt Y arefiiar e smer
TRAT I gEaTER AT S & a1e 9er Y TS|

In order to better identify content that Claude has generated and/or processed, Anthropic is
set to add watermarks embedded in text content, as well as signed provenance
metadata attached to supported files in formats such as .svg, .png, or .jpg.

Claude garT fafad 3i/ar Tanfrd ameft T 9gd% Jgare el & foIT, Anthropic Tae ATt
H IHaffed aTeIATH s ST IQT &, T &Y .svg, .png T .jpg oI TATT ISl TIKIT 7 Tordal
gEaTeIRe 3eara-wael AT (signed provenance metadata) 8 ST ST

Regarding the text-based watermark applied at the model level, users will not be able to see it
and Anthropic has confirmed that it will not affect Claude’s response.

ATse T 9 o] FFT STt aTer SFee- TR aTetdlTh & HaY &, 3UANRThdl 38 oW g1 Fehal
3R Anthropic @ e T & f& 78 Claude i gfarfsar i yenfaa ¢t w3

Output from the Claude Platform (API), Claude, Claude Code, Claude Cowork, and
Claude Tag are set to get the embedded watermarks.

Claude Platform (API), Claude, Claude Code, Claude Cowork 3i¥ Claude Tag & 9T
3M3cye H At R areTdAT SiIs e &

While some praised Anthropic’s marking policy in the hopes of seeing more clearly labelled
Al-generated content, critics argued that Claude adding a watermark even to lightly edited
text could put reputations at serious risk.

STEl S AN o 3HTereh TISC &9 F ATel HY 7 Al-STfare el v 3R H Anthropic T frgaishet
AT T TRIGAT T, TET AR o doh [T [ Claude GaRT §od T § WG SaFee # oY
FTETATE ST UTTS3T & ToIT MR AEH Fcdeel T ThelT &

For example, if a human-made file is proofread, translated, summarised, or even converted
by someone else using Claude, the final output could still carry a mark, according to
Anthropic’s update.

3¢16R0T & forg, Ife fhe Aa-fAfda wsa & Claude FT 393197 X fohdll 31T STford ganT
YIS, TeTATe, BRI AT ALT cleh o TITOT f3haT ST &, af Anthropic & 3193 & 31TaR 3ifas
3m3eye # o RrEet 97 7§ FhT |

Anthropic also warned about the possibility of false positive and false negative results:

detecting a Claude mark does not confirm that the work was created by Al, while the lack of a
mark does not mean the work was 100% human-made.

Anthropic & false positive 3 false negative IROTAY & TG & IR 7 off Aara=n &r &
Claude TIgeT T IdT TeT=lT AT THTTOIA sTal T foh T Al GART SATIT AT AT, STafeh Fget
o1 81T g =Tgt &2ITdT o S 100% ATa-fAfdaT 4|
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Adult and immature blue-footed boobies rest on rocks

00 August 5. REUTERS

Visual question: Name this
creature, considered the largest extant lizard, which gets its name from
an Indonesian island to which it is endemic.

Hara mangrove forests

Vasudevan Mukunth

he Hara forests are a vital
T ecological treasure of the Persian

Gulf. Spanning the Strait of
Hormuz, these mangrove forests consist
mainly of grey mangrove trees (Avicennia
marina), which have a special filtration
system in their roots that allows them to
thrive in saline conditions. The same
roots also protect the coast against
erosion and are voluminous carbon
sinks, sequestering significantly more
carbon than terrestrial forests.
The forests are a UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve and serve as an important
nursery for marine life as they shelter
shrimp, crabs, and numerous fish
species that sustain the region’s
fisheries. Up from the water’s edge, the
Hara forests’ canopy is also a major
migratory hub for birds like the great
stone-curlew and various herons. The
mangroves are the backbone of the
sustainable tourism programmes of
Qeshm, an Iranian island in the Persian
Gulf, and draw visitors to their
labyrinthine waterways.
Protecting these forests is crucial for the
lives and livelihoods of Qeshm’s local
communities and for efforts to preserve
the Gulf’s natural heritage.
Environmentalists have said losing them
would trigger a catastrophic collapse of
the local food chain and coastal
defenses.

Asatellite image shows Qeshm Island following
an oil spill at sea, off the coast of Iran, on August
10, 2026. REUTERS

Recent satellite images have revealed a
major environmental threat to just these
forests: an oil spill off Qeshm’s southern
coast. Experts have identified the source
to be a bulk carrier named Minoan
Pioneer, which has been leaking heavy
fuel oil after being struck by a projectile.
The slick stretches 160 km long, with
dark liquid already washing ashore. The
ongoing West Asia conflict is also
hindering cleanup efforts, leaving the
mangroves at great risk of devastation.

N

R4
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

near the entrance to the Panama Canal as seabirds native
to the cold, nutrient-rich waters of Peru and Chile appear
outside their usual range, while El Nifio warms the eastern
Pacific and disrupts marine food supplies, on the coast of
Panama City on August 5.

17A8. Hara mangrove forests
gRT AMg a1

e The Hara forests are a vital ecological
treasure of the Persian Gulf.

BT IoT BRE Y WIS T Teh 3l HeaqoT
aRfPufas e &1

e Spanning the Strait of Hormuz, these
mangrove forests consist mainly of grey mangrove
trees (Avicennia marina), which have a special

filtration system in their roots that allows them to thrive
in saline conditions.

EHIS TASHEHET oI thel I AT oot Feaa: F dAe
g&il (Avicennia marina) & & g, fSieTehl 15T & Teh

Ry foreareet yorrel giclt 8, St 3¢ araoha aRfFufaat 7 gaus 7 gard s 81

e The same roots also protect the coast against erosion and are voluminous carbon sinks,
sequestering significantly more carbon than terrestrial forests.

Visual question: Name this creature, considered the
largest extant lizard, which gets its name from an
Indonesian island to which it is endemic. AFp

ZTET 1S AT P HReA & oY Farc § 3R f3emer wrder s & T 7 FF AT 8, S TUT F=it fr
oot & 1Y 37fRreh FHTeeT T AT T HSROT HIc 2|
e The forests are a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and serve as an important nursery for

marine life as they shelter shrimp, crabs, and numerous fish species that sustain the region’s
fisheries.

4 g1 Ush UNESCO TR Rrd § 31K G shiaet & foIv Ues Hgcaqol Yoteel Ud 9Iyor $a
F & H I FA &, FIife A sfiom, F3 3R ATaat Hr 31 Tl 3T Yekd ad 8,
ST 5 819 & HeEd 36T &I FoI10 &l £

e Up from the water’s edge, the Hara forests’ canopy is also a major migratory hub for birds like
the great stone-curlew and various herons.
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STeT T HIAT & S, gRT F=il AT F&T-HTA0T (canopy) A€ FIT-Fed 3R fafde=r qayat sl gafr
wnfert & forw ver sy e #g o ¢

e The mangroves are the backbone of the sustainable tourism programmes of Qeshm, an
Iranian island in the Persian Gulf, and draw visitors to their labyrinthine waterways.

I Hallg Had Tied FRFAT H TR &, S BRE 1 @ST 7 FEud ST & U gdi FA H

FeTford g1 &, 31 370 STeTsfelT SR STerArait hv 37} qieehi ol T el
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Army to ready ex-Agniveer list for CAPF postings
CAPF # gfaa & fow @ qd-3rfFediRi 1 gt dar wwh

Army to ready ex-Agniveer list for CAPF postings

V]!'alta Smgg

NEW DELHI

The armed forces are likely
to compile a list of Agni-
veers eligible for recruit-
ment into the Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) under the govern-
ment’s reservation policy
for the temporary recruits,
a government source has
told The Hindlu.

The first batch of
around 25,000 Agniveers
is scheduled to retire from
the Army by December.

While the CAPFs have
reserved 50% of constable
vacancies for former Agni-
veers, the Army, Navy, and
Air Force will furnish de-
tails of eligible personnel,
indicating that ex-Agni-
veers may not be able to
apply directly for recruit-
ment under the reserved
quota, the source said.

Although recruitment
into the armed forces is not
based on caste reserva-

tions, the official said that
the existing quotas for the
Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, and Other
Backward Classes will con-
tinue to apply for recruit-
ment into the CAPFs.

Longer service tenure
The service tenure of per-
sonnel in the CAPFs ex-
tends up to the age of 60,
whereas those in the
armed forces retire much
earlier. “During delibera-
tions, it was felt that, if gi-
ven a choice, many Agni-
veers would prefer to join
the CAPFs rather than con-
tinue in the armed forces
because of the longer ca-
reer span and greater job
security,” the source said.
“Therefore, it has been
decided, at least initially,
that the armed forces, be-
ginning with the Army, will
provide the CAPFs with a
list of eligible candidates
for recruitment under the
reserved quota,” the

W|th this move, retired Agniveers may not be able to dlrectly applyI
for recruitment in the Central Armed Police Forces. FILE PHOTO

source added.

Over the past month,
CAPFs such as the Central
Reserve Police  Force
(CRPF), Sashastra Seema
Bal, and Assam Rifles have
issued notifications, speci-
fying 50% quota for the ex-
Agniveers. As reported by
The Hindu, the Border Se-
curity Force was the first to
issue such a notification.

For instance, the annual
intake of constables in the
CRPF, the largest CAPF, is

typically around 7,000.
Under the new recruit-
ment framework, about
3,500 of these vacancies
will be reserved for ex-Ag-
niveers. If all the reserved
vacancies are not filled
during the first phase of re-
cruitment, the unfilled
posts will be carried for-
ward and added to the re-
maining 50% of vacancies
to be filled through the
open recruitment process
in the second phase.

17A8. Army to ready ex-Agniveer list for CAPF postings
CAPF & fagfa & forw d«r qa-3rFerd kY Y et daw w3t

The ex-Agniveers will be
exempted from written ex-
aminations, physical stan-
dard tests, and physical ef-
ficiency tests, the
notifications said.

Recruitment to the post
of Constable (General Du-
ty) will be carried out
through direct recruit-
ment, with 50% of vacan-
cies in every recruitment
year reserved for ex-Agni-
veers, the CRPF’s notifica-
tion, issued on July 27, said.

“In the first phase, the
concerned nodal force will
conduct recruitment to fill
the vacancies earmarked
for ex-Agniveers, or in ac-
cordance with instructions
issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) from
time to time. In the second
phase, recruitment for the
remaining 50% of vacan-
cies will be conducted
through an open examina-
tion under the existing re-
cruitment provisions,” the
CRPF said.

e The armed forces are likely to compile a list of Agniveers eligible for recruitment into the
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) under the government’s reservation policy for the
temporary recruits, a government source has told The Hindu.

Teh TRART I o The Hindu Y ST § 7o TR Fell G@RT TRAR T Sreqahifas stdi fHe e
HfFereRY & farw ameator Aifer & dea Fdrr T gfew Tl (CAPFs) # &7t & faw ury
TR 1 FET AR T ST Y Heararar gl
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The first batch of around 25,000 Agniveers is scheduled to retire from the Army by
December.

FIITEIT 25,000 3 TFAIRY &7 Igel 9 R de TA1 & HaTTo1ga alet arell gl

While the CAPFs have reserved 50% of constable vacancies for former Agniveers, the
Army, Navy, and Air Force will furnish details of eligible personnel, indicating that ex-
Agniveers may not be able to apply directly for recruitment under the reserved quota, the
source said.

T & I f S8l CAPFs & &ieeae Y 50% RfFaat qd-3rfFerdRi & fow smfaya &1 8, agh
AT, AT 3R TG VAT UTH HiHGT b1 [Ga0T STeTets Ve, TSI Fehel [Herer & foh qd-
31fdR IRfAT F1e F dea wdt & o W 3mags sgt FT aear|

Although recruitment into the armed forces is not based on caste reservations, the official said
that the existing quotas for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward
Classes will continue to apply for recruitment into the CAPFs.

gTellTeh TRIEH Seil 31 $7clT SHTTAl-JTETRE HIETOT IR MR w781 ¢, TR o et T sregafara
sfaY, s Serenfar AR 37 Rrest a9t & forw #isfer Sier CAPFs & 81t & forw &y 9|

Longer service tenure

o<t QT 3rafer

The service tenure of personnel in the CAPFs extends up to the age of 60, whereas those in
the armed forces retire much earlier.

CAPFs & Hf#aT T a1 3rafer 60 a¥ Y 3T T glcll &, SToieh TUET Toil A HRIA Hel a4
I Tgel Aarfargd & o7 &1

Over the past month, CAPFs such as the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Sashastra
Seema Bal, and Assam Rifles have issued notifications, specifying 50% quota for the ex-
Agniveers.

e ve 7 & Slvre #drr R gfore @1 (CRPF), e wliem aet 31 3raat Tswew S
CAPFs o 3TRrgrer=Te ST & 8, Toierat q&-31fFeraRi & fore 5096 #ver forefiRe fovam aram g1

For instance, the annual intake of constables in the CRPF, the largest CAPF, is typically
around 7,000.

3ETEY0T & foIU, §9 92 CAPF CRPF H shiEcddl T aif¥es 1l @rareard: o1ereer 7,000 gidr g1

Under the new recruitment framework, about 3,500 of these vacancies will be reserved for
ex-Agniveers.

TS 87l SaaEAT & g d, ST § FaTetaT 3,500 RfFaar qd-srfFardii & fow smefaya giah

The ex-Agniveers will be exempted from written examinations, physical standard tests,
and physical efficiency tests, the naotifications said.

RT3 o 3TeTAR, Y3-31TFTaRT b1 @ wdewm, A s adaror ikt o iR garar
TeToT § e &Y S|

Recruitment to the post of Constable (General Duty) will be carried out through direct
recruitment, with 50% of vacancies in every recruitment year reserved for ex-Agniveers, the
CRPF’s notification, issued on July 27, said.

27 STAT$ Y SRY CRPF Y 3Gt & oheT 711§ o Feeae (STeTtel $YEY) o U W il Toge
it o e & T Swal 3R T o7clt a¥ 7 509 RiFaar qd-3rFardn & fore smfara gim
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